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standing circumstances which might well ex-
cuse the Government for some delay, consider-
ably earlier than at any other time, except
once, in the last eight years. So I do not think
it is fair that the hon. member should ask for
details when he knows that the only way in
which those details can be presented is through
the Estimates.

Hon, J. Nicholson: What I meant was that,
in view of the circumstances of our finances,
we ought to have some information.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I do not
know that there is any information I can give
to hon. members. We are not launching out in
any new avenues of expenditure. If hon. mem-
bers will study last year's Estimates it will
give them a good idea of the way in which the
money is going. There is nothing fresh con-
templated.

Hon, S, Nicholson: No new departures?
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: No new

departures, of course. Any new departures the
Government contemplate will be duly sub-
mitted to Parliament. I entirely agree with
the sentimenits of M1r. Clarke, who said that it
would have been well for Western Australia if
Governments of the past had confined them-
selves to the proper functions of Government
instead of entering upon various trading con-
cerns. However, I do not know that at the
present juncture we are able to jettison those
trading concerns in the light-hearte?! manner
suggested by Mr. Clarke. There is on the
statute-book a measure which prevents the sale
of any of the State trading concerns without
the consent of both Houses of Parliament.
That measure suggests great difficulties in the
way of the disposal of those concerns, and even
if it did not, I think that at the present time,
particularly while the war profits tax remain;,
a measure which in its incidence is frequently
unjust, it would be impossible to induce people
to purchase any of the larger State trading
concerns. And the Governument take the view
that while they hare to carry them on, they
have to do the best they can. But the Govern-
ment are in no way enamoured of the State
trading concerns.

Hon. W. Kingsumill: Then why are they
starting others?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I do not
know that the Government are starting others.
The Government are lending money to co-
operative concerns to establish certain indus-
tries, and I venture to say it will be a very bad
thing for Western Australia unless somne mea-
sure of success attends those efforts to estab-
lish industries in this State; because, although
some of the metropolitan menibers, I know , are
rather inclined to think that the Government
ought nut to spend nioney in this direction, yet
I would remind them that we cannot live by
taking each other's washing, and the great
bulk of the coninunity has to exist on the in-
dustries of the country. Therefore, if the
Government can assist to establish industries
for which the country is eminently adapted], I
think it would be short-sighted policy on our
part if we did not do it. To my mind Mr.
Holmes put his finger on the crux of a difficult
position. Here we have a community of
300,000 people faced with an almost impossible

task in carrying the burden of debt and keep-
ing going a tremendous railway system and
otherwise developing the country. That is one
of the chief problems to which it will be neces-
sary that Parliament and Ministers apply them-
selves, namely to the question of how the
population can be increased. However, that is
a matter which does not call for discussion on
the present occasion.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etcetera.
Bill passed through Committee without do-

bate, reported without amendment and the re-
port adopted.

Read a third time and passed.

House adjourned at 8.40 p.m.

ltegieattvc Soxin1biv,
Wednesday,, 08tia August, 1918.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30 p.m.,
and read prayers.

[For "Questions on Notice" and "Papers
Presented" see "'Votes and Proceedings. "]

NOTICE OF QUESTIONS.
Mr. S PE AKER:- I desire to direct the atten-

tion of hon. members to the sessional order
which was carried yesterday in accordance with
which the Assembly will meet on each Thurs-
day at 1) amT. In view of that, it will be
impossible for questions, notices of which have
been given on Wednesday, to appear on the
Agenda Paper for Thursday morning. In
future these questions will appear on the Notice
Paper of the following Tuesday and will be
answered by Ministers on that day. Hon.
members will also realise that it would not
be possible for Mlinisters to furnish answers
at such short notice.

ADDRESS-iN-REPLY.
Second Day.

Debate resumed from Thursday, 22nd Aug-
uist.

Hon, P. COLLIER (Boulder) [4.441: It
will be remembered tbat on the Address-in-
reply last year the members of the Opposition
refrained from participating in the debate,
believing that by so doing we would assist the
Government who had only a short time pre-
vionsly assumed office. We should bave been
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quite agreeable to adopt a similar attitude on
this occasion if thle public affairs of this
country were in a condition other than that in
which we find them at present. The position
is that this State, particularly regarding the
more important matters that concern the public
welfare, has drifted into such a state of chaos
during the past :12 mon01ths that in my view
there is a responsibility cast upon, I1 believe,
every member of this Rouse, no matter on
what side he may happen to he sitting, to give
expression to his opinions. For my part, I
have no desire, and do not intend, to criticise
or attack the Government from any party
political point of view whatever, and members
onl this side of tile House intend this session,
as we did last session, to adopt a truly national
attitude onl all matters of truly national con-
ern. We should, however, be lacking in our
duty and false to the best interests of this
country if wye rem~aied1 silent at a time when
there is so much need for cont...nent. First of
all, I want to emuphasise my protest against
the action of the Government in delaying thle
calling together of Parliament until practic-
ally seven weeks of' the new financial year have
expired. As [ state1 last night, w-hen the
Treasurer intimated that it was his inltentionl
to present a Budget statement to the House
inl Tidy, I knew perfectly well thait this was
a miatter of impossibility. If the Government
desired to afford the House an opportunity
of discussing the financial position of the cotta-
tr' onl the Budget debate ait a Period earlier
than Senteniber, the House at least should have
met before, not later that' the end of July.
Tn asking this T aml not asking for some-
flung which the Government, of which T was a1
nenier. did not act lip to during the five
years that they were in office. I think that.
with only one exception, we met Parliament
prior to the termination of the flinancial
year in order to obtain supplies in a proper
constitutional mnlier to carry on the affairs
of this country.

Mr. Thomson: Such as whenyo bogt
the ''Kangaroo.''yo ouh

Mr. Troy: It is a pity we did not have
half-a-dozen "'Kangaroos'

Hlon. P. COLLIER: At any rate we did
not buy lion, members in the way that the
Government have b'Ought the hon. member.

Mr. Thomson: On a point of order, is the
lion. member in order in stating that the,
Government have bought lion. members9 T
deny the statement that T have been bought
by any Government. I desire that the ho,,.
member should withdraw that statement that
we have been bought by the Government.

lion. P. COLLIER: T said the lion. memn-
ber had been bought.

Mr. SPEAKER.: The hall. member is not in
order in attributing motives to the Govern.
nient or members of the House, and as e,-
Peption has been taken T trust ho will wit!,.
dlriti the remark.

Mr. Hlolman: Ere is not worthy of it.
Hon,. P. COLLIER: I will withdraw but,

before T conclude, I shall quote some other
authority oin the point of tlhe purchase of
members.

Hon. T. Walker: Kangaroos.
Mr. Holmnan: Rats.

Hon. P. COLLIER: 1 was remarking that
during the ternm of office of the Labour party
we hall net thle House every year, 1 think,
except once, in June. I1n our- five years we
met the House in July only once. Now we
have the affairs of the country hlung uip until
the end of August, with the full knowledge,
having voted ]last night a soul of £1,431,000,
nearly 1-3/ million, and given the Govern-
merit a blank cheque, that we are not now
in a position to discuss the question which
transcen~ds all others in importance, namely,
that of the financial position of the State.,
Comning to the Speech itself I ank constrained
to say that it is a remarkable document. It
contains length without breadth, depth with-
out substance. One would be almost inclined
to think that the Government were imbued
by some malicious desire to test the physical
endurance of His Excellency in his effort to
reach the end of the Speech.

Hll. T. Walker: He did get a sore throat.
Hon. P. COLLIER: A fitting termination

to the Speech would have been for it to con-
clude wvith the words ''To be continued in
our nx.

Hon. WV. C. Angwin: We are going to
iucrease the length of it.

Haon. P. COLLIER: The Speech was merely
a long string of comnnonplace stereotyped
platitudes relative to or concerning little
things of the State. Matters of compara-
tively trivial importance were contained it
it, whilst it is practically silent on those at-
ters upon which the people of this country
are asking enlightenment. For instance, it
tells us what the yield of the wheat harvest
was last 'year-somnewhere about nine months
after the harvest has been gathered and the
information published broadcast to the world.
,It was thought worthy of importance to fill
uip the Speech.

Honl. T. Walker: Without mentioning the
weevils which have conme since.

Hon. P. COLLIER: We have a paragraph
telliug uts that the Treasurers' conference had
decided to appoint the Treasurer of Queens-
land and tile Premier of New South Wales
to draft a scheme for the amalgamation of
Taxation Departments. That is a subject
wIhich has occupied the Press and the Parlia.
inents of this country for years past, hut it
is brought upl and introduced into the Gov-
ernor 's Speechl. WVe are also told of such anl
important umatter as that the Mines Depart-
nment has equipped 34 returned soldiers with
prosp~ecting turnouts throughout the State,
and , in addition to that. wye are informed
that the Minister for Mines is considering
sonmc scheme for the reorganisation, or the
exercise of economy, with regard to the
smelter at Raveusathorpe. Truly a nationaT
question to introduce into the Governor's
Speech! The only thing lacking in it is that
the Speech should have given the details as to
the quantities and the variety of the tools
with which these 34 prospecting parties were
equipped. Co-operation of course, finds a
place after the trouncinig that the Government
have received dring recent weeks regarding
their neglect of theoprinciple of co-operation.
Having regard for the powers behind the
throne, it was to be expected that the Gov-
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ernor 'a Speech would say that the Govern-
meat were sympathetic towards the principle
of co-operation, and would extend every pos-
sible support to it. I hope our friends of the
Country party association will be satisfied
with that. An admiring world is informed
that the Bunbury breakwater has been ex-
tended, and has proved successful in mitigat-
ing the action of the winter gales. What
the Government are most in need of is some
kind of breakwater, some kind of shelter
which will mitigate the cold west or east
wind-from whichever direction it blows
the colder-that is blowing upon their efforts
and upon their party at the present time.
Then we are told that the long standing dif-
ference between the orchardists and the Gov-
ermnent in connection with the Harvey irri-
gatioin scheme has been settled on a basis
equitable to all concerned. This is some little
pettifogging dispute which has existed be-
twoen the Water Supply Department and the
settlers of the Harvey as to the payment of
rates, but it is deemed of sufficient importance
to occupy a place in the Governor's Speech.

Mr. Holnan: Does it say nothing about
meter rents at Kalgoorliel

Hon. P. COLLIER: Whilst the Speech is
padded out with questions of that description
the one greater matter which concerns the
people of this country, namely that of the
finances, is dismissed with a single paragraph.
This is the King Charles' head of the Gov-
ernment. Tt was necessary to pad it out with
all these trivial matters in order that the fact
that comparatively nothing is said about the
finances should not be observed by the public.
Even in the paragraph the Speech gives us the
utmost detail, We are told that the revenue
for the year was E4,622,535 12s. 3d. and the
expenditure £5,328,278 1s. 9d. The public
would have been terribly misled regarding that
information if these odd pence had been omit-
ted from the Speech. The whole Speech itself
in bulk is monumental and in statesmanship
is microscopic. Politically, we have fallen up-
on evil days indeed, for we have a Govern.
ment in power which is heartily despised by a
large section of the conmnnity and admired
by none, not even its previous supporters. It
is not, after all, astonishing that this should
be so, when we have regard to the genesis of
the Government, the means by which they
camne into existence. I, for one, am not snr-
prised that they have tailed so lamentably as
they have done, because at their very birth and
foundation they carried with them all the ele-
ments of disintegration. The motives that
were behind the formation of this National
Government were not so much that we might
rise superior to party politics in this State, and
pursue our course at a high national level, but
the outstanding motive was the preservation
of the political existence of many of those who
formed the National party. A fortnight after
the Federal elections, which took place in May,
our friends opposite, when a wave of National-
ism had swept the poles from one end to the
other, lost no time in calling a inebing. and
at that meeting the Hon. Prank Wilson, who
was then Premier, said that they ought to take
advantage of the National sentiment, and take
advantage of it they did. Things have pro-

greassed since. I have the platform as drawn
uip at the famous meeting and it occupies the
space of the size of a postage stamp. It con-
sists of six or seven planks, the final one of
which is very interesting in the light of re-
cent events. It reads-

A representative Government, free dis-
cussion by members of Parliament who
shall be responsible only to their electors.

Responsible only to their electors! We have
had an exhibition recently as to how one see-
lion of members of the National party, at
any rate, stands as being responsible only to
its electors.

Mr. Pickering: You are wrong.
Mr. Mansie: They are responsible to the

junta of St. George's terrace.
Mr. Pickering: That is not true.
Hon. P. COLLIER: At that particular time

the Premier said that he did Dot want to
"introduce into the National movement an
element which would mean the domination
of the junta in the control in Parliament. If
there was one thing for which the national
movement stood, it was that a member of
Parliament, once be was elected, should be
responsible to his constituents only.'' Let
bon. members mark that-responsible to his
constituents only. Now, what has happened
during the past week or two IWe have had
an exhibition that is not to be paralleled in
the history of this State.

Mr. Holman: Or of any other State.
Hon. P. COLLIER: The imperial high king

of the Country party, the Lloyd George of the
farmers, spoke to the farmers a few weeks
ago; and we then had the spectacle of Min-
ister after Minister going down, in the
reatest humility to offer explanations of

his conduct in this House during the past
twelve months.

Mr. Pickering: You see, we have open
doors. You do not. We do not know what
you do,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes; you are a rather
unsophisticated lot., I admit.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Hon. P. COLLIER: What did we seat Not

the conference, not even the congress, but
the president, the one great high king of the
farmers, taking to task the two Honorary
Ministers because they had not attended the
executive meetings of the Association dur-
ing the year. Taking them to task! And,
as a result, we bad the Country party miem-
hers alarmed. They hastily convened a meet-
ing upstairs of their own party, and insisted
upon the poor unfortunate leader going down
at once to offer explanations. The unfortu-
nate man was dragged down on crutches.
He had to present himself before that
august tribunal on crutches.

Mr. Holman: They say the crutches were
only to get sympathy.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Country party are
not possessed even of the ordinary instincts of
humanity. The leader had to drag himself
down there on crutelhes, and stand up on his
crutches and give explanations of his conduct.

Tion. T. Walker: The party did not even
supply Hi'm with a stretcher.

55



['ASS]EMBLY.]

Hon. P. COLLIER: The president said that
lie had .learnit that at this mneeting, which in-
sistedl npou the leader's going down, hie, the
president, had beeii criticised in a most un-
dignified way.

MN~r. Pickering: You are not quoting him
correctly.

Hon. P. COLLTRR: [ a"' quoting from the
newspaper report. The newspaper report says
that the president stated he had been criti-
cised in a most undignified manner. He is also
reported as saying, ''I have been apologising
for this party for the last five years, and if
things do not alter the association will totter
in its very foundations. Unless things are
remedied, the association is doomned' Totter-
ing in its very foundations because of the eon-
duet( of its representatives in this House!
That was the only reason. This gentleman felt
that he had reached his limnit of apologising
for the Country party's representatives in
Parliament, after doing it for five years. And
so the leader stands up and offers explanations.
What does he say? So desperate was lie to
mahe a case for the work of his party in this
House, that he actually claimed credit for
everything that had been done in this Parlia-
inent during thle last three or four years,
claimed credit quite regardless of whether he
or his party had hadl a hand in it or not, or
were in any way responsible for it. To use
the words of time Treasurer, the leader of the
Country party felt that he was right upi against
it;, and so he had to call to his aid everything
done by Parliament that lie thought might
possibly assist him. Hie said the mnembers of
the party had been hamrd worked. If my tes-
tlinony be of any value to those members, I
wrill confirm that they ha-ve been hard worked.
I know of no members who have worked harder.
I w1illingly concede their industry and their
attention to their duties. Their leader said
that the mneubers were commission agents. We
do know that they have to be a sort of handy-
mnen in the City to their constituents, even if
it comies to buying at times a pinafore for the
child, or a tin whistle or a rattle for thme baby.
From that right uip to thle purcase of mia-
rhinery, and attention to the farmiers' other
requirements4 with the City business people,
But this is time first time I have had an intima-
tion that those lion. nmemibers received commuis-
sion for doing that work. I dlid not know that
they were playing thle part of comnmission
agents, that they were drawing commission for
the services they rendered to their constituents
in that respect.

Mr. Griffiths: You do not believe that, do
you?

Ron. P, COLLIER: I cannot discredit the
statement of the lion. member 's leader. It is
not for me to contradict what that leader ays
when placed upon his trial.

Hon. F. E. S. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): I said, unpaid commission agents.

Hon. P. COLLIER:. Acting in an honorary
capacity?

H-on. F. E. S. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter) : Quite.

Hton. P., COLLIE-R: T am glad to have the
Honorary Minister in his seat. T thoughit I
wvould get him round. He said that his mem-

bars gave Ministers 22o rest. Is it any wonder
the Treasurer has a deficit? Best in what re-
speedl The reference is to the importun ities
of country members to Ministers, giving them
no rest, harassing them day after day.

Mr. -Jones: Hustling them.
lieu. P. COLLIER: Yes; and enmbarrassing

them in the performnce of their adminaistra-
tive duties. It is little weinder, therefore, that
this State finds itself in its present position.
The leader said that his party were responsible
for the Lands Re-pricing Act, a measure which
was introduced and passed by the Goverin ment
of which I was a mnember. During that time
wve had a. niajority in this House, regardless
suil independent of the Country party. But,
building, I suppose, upon the fact that the
chap just down from the bush at the confer-
en1ce would not be aus fail with all that occurs
in these Chambers, the leader said, "'We were
responsible for the Lands Re-pricing Act.''
Let nie tell the farmers conceined, whom he
gulleci with that statement, that neither the
leader nor his fellow menibers had anything
whatever to do with that re-pricing mieasure.
It there is any credfit to be taken for that mea-
sure-and presuniably the lion. member thinks
it is advantageous to the tantners-that credit
belongs to the party with which I am asso-
ciated.

The Colonial Treasurer: But 1 assisted you
to get the measure through.

Hon. W. C. Angwvin: And yeugtit
row for it. ugtit

Bula. P. COLLIER: We had ain independent
majority iii support of that Bill on our own
side of the Hlouse. The leather of the Country
party said! that the party had reduced the
price of poison lands, repurchased estates, and
so on. lie also said that, thanks to the party,
payment of settlers' rents had been postponed,
the Agricultural Bank baaI been instructed to
be as lenient as possible in regard to the pay-
menit of interest, and political influence had
been eliminated from) the administration of
tlie Agricultural Dank. The last statement is
made notiuithstanding thle assertion, iiade just
prvionsly, that the mnanager of tile Agricul-
tural Bank had been istructed to be as lenient
as possible in regard to the paymnent of in-
terest. We arc ]iot surprised to learn that on
the same dlay the conference cardied a resole-
tin protesting against political control of the
Agricultural 'Bank, and instriieting the party
to introduce legislation making thle manage-
moent of. the hank independent of, and -remov-
ing it altogether from, political control. If
that is dlone, the claim of the leader that lie
had caused instructions to be given the imana-
gain to be lenient in the matter of payment of
interest, will nt avail him very much, Fur-
ther. the leader said hie had heard no com-
inendation of this relief, or of thle relief given
to the man en the land from the paymient of
double laudl tax arising out of the change of
the financial year and amounting to £25,000.
The hardihood of the hon. member! He is a
member o5 the party which i mposed that double
income tax uron the farmer, and yet he takes
credlit to himself and his party for having re-
nmoived the double tax again. It is equivalent
to a man breaking imntonmy house and robbing
mny safe, and when forced to bting back the
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swag, expressing surprise that I do not give
1dim commendation for his generosity in bring-
ing hack my property. The party which the
lion. member leads, or was then supporting,
passed legislation which imposed that double
land tax upon his supporters, and it was only
:after the vigorous protest raised by this side
of the House last session witlh regard to the
retrospective nature of the income tax-a pro-
test which, I admit was supported by members
ofl tile other side-that the double impost was
removed.

Mir. Maley. The point was. not raised by
your side of the House.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It was.
*Mr. Maley. Pardon me; it was not.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It was on the matter
of the double income tax that the point was
raised. When I1 insisted upon wiping out the
duplication so far as the income tax was' con-
cerned, then the hon. member interjecting said
that that should apply also the land tax; and
we agreed with him. But no matter by whom
the point was raised, I wish to draw attention
to the hardihood of a leader who wants to take
credit for having removed a burden of £25,000
for the placing of which unjustly upon the
farmer lie and his party were responsible. We
understand how desperate the Honorary Minis-
ter must have been to make a defence for him-
self. In conclusion he said, "I hope that next
year when the president takes members to
task-' IHe is expecting it next year again.
" I hope that when next year the president
takes members to task he will not forget to
give uts credit for the things that we have
tried to do." Then, following thme leader, %re
have the Whip, who steps forward with great
courage to begin with. The president places
his linger on the Whip as being responsible
fur the complaint made upstairs. The president
fixes his eagle eye upon the Whip, and says,
''The member who raised the complaint is now
present in the halt, and I ask bJmn to say
before my face what he said behind my hack,
chastising mie in an undignified way.'' And
so the member for. York (Mr. Griffiths) stands
iuj) with great courage, but I am informed that
inl less than five minuotes all the courage hail
oozed oet of him. It is said that hie wrilted
very much indeed, and was quite content to
take the cane the same as thme rest. Then fob-
lowed Mr. Oreig. He was carpeted for dally-
ing in the corridor last session when a Bill
-affecting the farmers' interests was under con-
sideration. Mr. Greig dutifully gave his ex-
planation; and before they dlerided whether
they should excuse him or not Mr. Moran, who
seems to be the tactician of the party, at the
conference anyhow, said, " Well, if the matter
comes up next session, will you do it again?''
''Oh no,'' said Mr. Greig. ''IWell,'' Mr.
Moran said, "I do not think there is anything
more to be said about it; it is nil right. Mr.
(Ireig is brought into line.$' And so it is.
Then we have the Honorary Minister for Agri-
culture. For about two dlays the conference
must have been like a Donnybrook fair,

between the Honorary Minister for Agriculture
on the one hand and Mr. Murray on the other.
Charges wore hurled backwards and forwards
at one another even to the extent of charging
each other with deliberate untruths; and then,

having slept oa the matter during the night,
they next morning had a most affecting re-
conciliation. Mr. Murray awoke to the fact
that after all he had nothing against Mr. Bax-
ter, that Mr. Baster was a decent fellow, and
that it was only a horrible misunderstanding.
And Mr. Baxter said -yes, he had nothing at all
against Mir, Murray; and so we had that affect-
ing scene in which they -felt upon each other's
breasts and wept tears of joy and reconcillia-
tion. They had a dramatic handshake to the
accompaniment of loud cheers from the gaping
farners looking on. What an affecting scene
it must have been. 1 notice that at the confer-
ence it "-as decided that the finances of the
association were in a bad way, that picnics
should be organised by the various branches
and that members should attend to give instruc-
tion and help to build up the finances. If they
had had but the foresight to have photographed
that dramatic exhibition which took place be-
tween Mr, Baxter and -Mr. Murray--

lIeIn. T. Walker: And Mr. Griffiths of the
''Daily News.''

Hon. P. COLLIER: If only they had had
the scene photographed and exhibited around
the country at these projected meetings as a
picture show-

Mr. MNaley: This is the greatest picture show
of the tot.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The hon. member does
not like it. He and his colleagnes are conscious
of the fact that those who took the leading
part in the drama umade an exhibition of them-
selves in. the public eye, and that they would
have dlone with the whole thing quickly if it
were possible. But the humiour of thle thing is
that, next dlay, Mr. McG ibbon asked the august
president for anl interpretation of the hand-
shake. T wonder if Mr. McGibbon and the
President are both Scotch. The President is
either a real wag or else entirely devoid of
humour; because in reply to the reqnest for
an. interpretation of the hand-shake he soemnly
and Sincerely preceded to lay-it down, and T
believe that interpretation is embodied in the
Standing orders of the association. If ever,
during the conrse of our debates, we here should
fall out and fall in again, weeping on each
other's breasts, if the same scene should take
place here, and yen Sir, arc asked next dlay for
an interpretation of it, you will have a prece-
dent to go upon, and we can. then amend our
Standing Orders accordingly. All this would
be very entertaining if it were not so tra ,ic, if
it were not fraught with such serious conse-
quence to the State. We have the spectacle of
a Minister of the Crown carpeted -it that con-
ference because of the manner in which he had
administered one of the most important mnat-
ters that the State is handling at the present
time, and carpeted, not by the conference, the
political association of which he is a member,
but placed u~pon. his trial by a trading concern,
by a firm that is a servant of the Government
for the time being in regard to the handling
of the Wheat Pool in this State. Row comes
it that a company, a trading concern, has the
power or authority to attend such a conference
or to place upon trial for his administrative
errors one of the Ministers of the Crown? It
reveals to us the fact that the sooner the con-
trol of the Wheat Pool in this State is taken out
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of the hands of a Minister who is subservient
to that organisation, and placed in the hands of
some Minister independent of them, the better
it will be for the welfare of the country. That
is what it serves to show us. We had, too,* the
sorry spectacle-

Mr. Piesse: But he is subservient to that
organisationt

Hon. P. COLLIER: Is he subservient! Why
Is he there on his trial at the instance of this
body if not subservient to them? And not only
does the Minister get into this quarrel with the
Westralian Farmers, Limnited, but he did what
I have never known a Minister do before-
he even took down to that conference one of
the officials of the State in the person of the
secretary of the Wheat Pool, bad him there
alongside of him and dragged him into the
miserable controversy with Mr. Murray. When
Mr. Baxter denied a statement made by Mr.
Murray, Mr. Baxter called upon a Government
servant in the person of Mr. Hall to stand up
and back him in his statements; and in return
Mr. Murray called upon Mr. Stirling Taylor,
the manager of the trading concern, to counter
with a further denial. The dragging of a pub-
lic servant into a quarrel of this kind is a de-
grading spectacle. The Minister should have
known better what was due to himself and to
an officer of his department than to act in the
manner in which he did. In any case the inci-
dent reveals to us that an alteration is badly
needed. We shall watch with a good deal of
interest what the Government may do during
the next few weeks in regard to the handling
of the coming harvest, becauses I am convinced
that the affecting scene which took place oA
the morning after the quarrel had something
behind it, something which was responsible
for it. Something took place that evening, one
is justified in assuming, in the shape either of
a promise by the Honorary Minister that the
Westralian Farmers would have the handling
of the coming harvest, or else an intimation
that some effective pressure was going to be
placed upon him to induce tbem to back down
from the position they had taken up.

Mr. Pickering: The advance did not come
front the Minister.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Wherever it came from,
they had a purpose to sen-n in their own in-
terest. It did not occur to theta in their dreams
during that night that it would be a good thing
to adopt a different attitude in the morning.

Mr. Pickering: That is mere assumption.
Hon. P. COLLIER: It is an assumption

which any reasonable 'nan would be justified
in adopting. The whole sorry business does
not serve to inspire the people of the coun-
try with any greater confidence in the Govern-
ment, particularly when we know that the
party concerned control the political life of
the Government. it is in their power to turn
the Government out at any momnent; in their
power to dictate the policy of the Govern-
ment as they have done and are doing. The
member for Katanning (Mr. Thomson) took
exception to my statement that he had been
purchased. In that respect the relationship
of those people towards the Government was
explained by one of. the Ministers whom the
bon. mem~ber is supporting. Only a little more
that 12 months ago the Honorary Minister for

the North-West hadl occasion to offer some
remarks about the Country party and the
Liberal party, shortly before bie joined the
Government. This is what the Honorary
Minister said-

In regard to the Country party itself,
this party is controlled, not by a confer-
ence or congress, but by a little clique of
tea and sugar buslirangers, commercial brig-
ands, Alex Monger, Prowse, McGibbon,.
every one of them a bushranger. They tell
the Country party how they shall vote.
Mr. Pickering: Do you believe that?
lion. P. COLLIER: It does not matter

what I believe. This is the opinion of the
Honorary Minister, whom the lion. member
is supporting. Let the hon. member ask hi,
Minister whether he believes it or not. He
said it on the floor of the House.

Mr. Pickering: That was when he was with
you.

Hon. P. COLLIER: No. In any ease I do
not think the bon. memtber's opinion has had
very muc, of a reforming effect on the Hon-
orary Minister, who went on to say-

The Liberals sold themselves and their
princilies holus bolus to the Country
party. They have given away all that the
Country party asked and they recognise
that they must in future continue to give
away whatever the Country party demand.
The Liberal party have sold themselves to
the Country party and the Country party
have sold themselves to the Government.

I wonder to which party the Minister who
made tlhose remarks has sold himself. He is
in that camp to-day himself. However, there
is the opinion of one of the Honorary Min-
isters regarding the situation. Commercial
brigands nre controlling the Government.
That was not the only exhibition of the power
which these people wield. Only a few weeka
earlier the Westralian Partners, Ltd., had held
the annual meeting of their association and
we had there another spectacle. They desired
to wait upon the Government by way of de-
putation, to present some requests, and we
had the slpectacle of a sort of Chinese pro-
cession, headed by the Premier, with the Min.-
later for Works coming second, next to him
the Minister for Industries, and in the tail
Mr. Baxter. The four of them marched down
in Chinese procession to this annual meeting
to wait upon the deputation, thus entirely
reversing the order in these matters of depu-
tations to Ministers.

Mr. Johnston: The office would not hold
the deputation.

lHon. P. COLLIER: Is it necessary to send
the whole mob as a deputation? Could not
they have appointed a deputation? As a mat-
ter of fact at the deputation they had but
one spokesman, Mr. Murray. Could not he
have gone to the Premier's offie? He had it
well stage-managed indeed. The whole four
of the Ministers sat there. I do not know
Mr. Murray, but he must be rather a
dramatic gentleman with great his-
trionic talents. This was a sort of pub-
lie meeting instead of a deputation.
He adldressed the Premier and his Ministers
about the needs and requirements of his asso-
eliation and he said in the course of his speech,
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turning in a dramatic way to his audience of
.150) farmers, ''Are you satisfied to allow your
property to be controlled by a public depart-
,,ientt'' and the 150 voices replied, ''No.,'
Turning again to the deputation Mr. Murray
asked, ''IWill you he content to go back to the
merchants to handle your busincss9'' and
again the farmers thundered back ''No.'' It
was not surprising that after that the Premier
should say the matter was of very great im-.
portance and he would have to consider the
question. What Premier, reinforced as he was
by his colleagues, dare stand up and express
an opinion which was not suitable to a gather-
ig of that kind?

Hon. T. Walker: Talk about Daniel in the
lion'Is den.

Mr. Maley: You must respect the producers.
Hon. P. COLLIER: After all, this exhibi-

tion between these two conferences-
Mr. Troy: One of the planks of the sup-

pliers' platform is that they must be directly
responsible to their constituents.

Hon. P. COLLIER : There arc some
Thomras's about. They are remembering the
biblical character of Thomas of lDidamns, the
so-called doubting Thomnas 'a. Only those very
sceptical would say anyone was responsible to
the electors. I do not know what the electors
of Biridgetown and Greenbushes and other
parts of the Nelson electorate think of the
direct responsibility of their member after
reading of the exhibition that took place a
wieek or two ago. Mr. Moran again, as usual,
came to the rescue with his fertile suggestions,
and he suggested in the end that the whole
difficulty perhaps could be got over by the
Country party electing another leader. And
at once the leader said, ''We have already dis-
cussed tht. He was already prepared for
his downfall and that another meeting was
going to be held next Wednesday when the
matter would be decided, and then the exhibi-
tion took place. What I do not Understand is
how, after Mr. Murray called them out like a
roaster before his class, caning them, and the
naughty boys going back rubbing their hands,
cautioning them not to do it again, the Trea-
surer camne to be exempt from all this criticism.
Mr. Monger wanted to know why the leader of
the party was not at the opening of the con-
ference, but no one worried about the Tres-
surer. Is the Treasurer no longer a member of
that bodyl

Mr. Maley: Ho is too powerful.
Member: I thought you Said too slip)pery.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Tt is not for me to say,

but Somehow or other the Treasurer seems to
be entirely exempt f rem all that criticismn on the
part of the president of the association. Hav-
ing launched the association and set it on its
way perhaps the Treasurer has been, like many
other great men, content to sit back and see
the movement go ahead without his aid or
assistance. I ann not one of those who object
to the farmers having their own organisation.
I think they are very wise in doing so; I think
the organisation showed an infinite amount
of good Sense when they refused to allow their
members to sink their identity, that is to pre-
serve the identity of their muovement. But
what I do object to is being hypercritical, that

whilst members are subservient or responsible,
I will put it that way, to their organisation,
and properly so, at the same time there was a
hypercritical lpreteclle at being non-party men
and having national sentiment and aspirations.
That is the differencee between the Country
party and the party to which I am associated.
Th le matter of the handling of the coining bar-
vest is of the utmost importance, and I hope
members will keep a keen eye on the proceed-
ings of the Commission, as we are alt awaiting
with great interest the report of the Royal
Commission which is now investigating the
matter. Therefore it is not wise and perhaps
it is no good to go into that matter at length
at this stage, but taking it into consideration
with other matters connected with the agricul-
tural industry, I want to repeat what I stated
previously in this House, that the Government
are guilty of wrhat amounts to almost criminal
neglect of the best interests of the country
when they "it by and allow an Honorary Min-
ister in the person of Mr. Baxter to practically
hold the destinies of Western Australia in his
hands at the present time. The hon. member
is in control of the Agricultural Department,
upon01 which depends practically the future of
the State. All our hopes and the future is
wrap~ped uip largely in the successful develop-
,menit of the agricultural resources of the coun-
try that is being controlled by the Honorary
Minister; and in addition lie controls what
amounts to one of the biggest problems that
any Government has had to face, the handling
of the harvest, so that the minimum of loss
shall be occasioned to the people or the coun-
try. In addition to controlling the general
activities of the Agricultural Department and
the Wheat Pool, hie also has control of that
other great problem which threatens td wipe
out the agricultural industry-I. refer to the
nmace of the rabbits. And now lie is respon-
sible and has control of the Wyndhamo Meat
Works and other subsidiary oes which may
aise hereafter. If the Honorary Minister
were a perfect genius, which hie is not,
it would be impossible for him to ade-
quately control the multiplicity of depart-
ments which involve all the big and in-
tricate problems of the State at the present
time. Whilst the Premier, who controls no
department at all, does not administer any de-
lpartnlent of State and is content-the head of
the Government is content to allow this state
of things to go on with all this responsibility
and has not come to his colleagues assist-
aonce, during the crisis which occurred a week
or two ago, with any defence. Whilst the
Government will allow that condition of
tihings to continue we can only hope for
chaos and the financvial ruin of this State.
The Honorary Minister for Agriculture is a
blunderer; hie is incap~able of attending to the
important works placed in lhis charge, utterly
incapable of doing it and the situation de-
mands that the Government shall take some
steps, and that without a moment's delay, to
move the control from one who is perfectly
incapable of handling these matters, these
big affairs which I have enumerated,
and if the Government do not do that the
responsibility will be theirs. As long as my
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experience of this House goes, no one Min-
ister, even a responsible Minister holding a
portfolio, much less a Minister in another
place, has been saddled with departments of
State such as MT. Baxter is in this instance.
It is only another instance of the utter lack
of proportion that exists in the Government
of the country at the present time. I am
not surprised that the country is faced with
a possible big loss in the handling of the
wheat harvest. Anyone who has followed
the evidence which has been given before
the Commission can come to no other con-
clusion. Unless almost a miracle happens,
this country is going to be faced with an
enormous loss in regard to the Wheat Pool.
There is last season's harvest on our hands,
it has not been disposed of and the Govern-
ment of the country is responsible for the
payment of 4s. 4d. a bushel for the harvest.
It is committed for the payment of 4s. 4d.
a bushel for the ensuing harvest without any
idea-it is not their fault at all-of where,
when, or bow those harvests are to be dis-
posed of. It runs into millions of pounds.
Even if there is no loss whatever we know
that owing to the neglect of the Government
to make proper provision for the last har-
vest, where the wheat was dumped in many
places in swamps and attacked by weevil and
mice in all directions, in that connection
there is going to be a very great loss indeed.
Yet the Government are content after the
evidence that was placed before them, even
if Ministers did not know it before, at the
conference a couple of weeks ago with the
utter chaotic state of the scheme. Are the
Government going to allow it to drift and to
take no action whatever. If they do so this
country has to face a situation in which it
will bec called upon to find a large sumn of
money to make good the guarantee to the
farmers. It is no use for Ministers to stand
up and say it is owing to circumstances
over which they have no control. It is in
that connection, too, that we have to face the
situation that the farmers are in danger of
being driven off their holdings by the in-
vasion of the rabbits. On this mnatter the
Government stand convicted of culpable uieg-
ligence.

Mr. Piesse: You share in that.
Ron. P. COLLIER: The hon. member is the

greatest apologist for incapacity I have
known in this House. He is so biassed and
so warped in his mind where Labour is con-
cerned, that be never did see anything good
that Labour did, and he never could see
anything wrong that was done by the party
he supports.

Air. Piesse: You should be manlyv.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Let me deal with the

rabbit invasion. Is it not a fact that in
November, 1916. the seriousness of the po-
sition, so far as the pest was concerned, was
brought directly tinder the notice of the Gov-
ernment by a minute from the Royal Corn-
missiont

Mr. Piesse: it was also brought under
the notice of your Government.

Hon. P. COLLIER: By whom?
Mr. Piease: By your chief inspector.

Huon. P. COLLIER: The menace at that
time was a mere trifle.

Mr. Plues: That was the time to deal
with it.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Listen to the apologist
again. What has the Government he is sup-
porting done to cope with the pest during the
past 12 or 18 months? Absolutely nothing.
It is only during last session in this Rouse
that the Government were driven into doing
something whea the adjournment of the
House was moved. A stormn was created
in this Chamber when the Govern-
ment were awakened to the necessity
for doing something to cope with the rabbit
pest. The position is this: if action had been
taken adequate to the requirements of the situ
ation when the matter was brought under the
notice of the Government in November, 1916,
we should not be in the position we find our-
selves in to-day. I notice in this morning's
newspaper, the Honorary Minister-anything of
importance on which the life of the State
depends is handed over to the incapable Mr.
Baxter-in the course of a whole column
attempts to defend the attitude of the Gov-
erment with regard to the position so far as
rabbits are concerned . He Bays that Mr. Giles,
who has been trouncing the Government over
this matter, is not correct in saying that no
action was taken. MT. Baster says that the
minute was taken into consideration by the
Government. Of course it was. Every comn-
mnunication to the Governmnent is taken into
consideration, but the trouble is that it never
gets further than the consideratioa stage. That
is what is the matter with this country. INo
matter how big or important a matter way be,
after it is brought under notice of Ministers
it will never get any further than "'It will
be brought before Cabinet and taken into con-
sideration.'' Cabinet is the graveyard of all
the hopes and aspirations of the people who
are concerned in matters which they bring
under the notice of the Government. Mr. Blax-
ter sias that the matter was considered, and
the fact that the Vermin Bill dealing with the
matter was tiot passed last session was 110
fault whatever of the Government. In that
respect Mr. Enaxtor cannot even be truthful
in his own defence. Whose fault wns it that
that Bill failed to pass last session? It was
brought forward in the (lying hours of the
session and when it camne before this House
'ye had the evidence that one MKinister knew
nothing whatever about the Bill or even haA
a colierent idea of the principles of it. On
one evening the Honorary Minister in charge
of the Bill took up one attitude, then the
Premier took uip another, and the Minister for
TIndustries camne along and took uip still an-
other. Almost every Minister on the front
bench took tip a different attitude regarding
the clauses of the Bill. Yet Mr. Baxter says
that the Government were not responsible for
the failure of that Bill to pass. They were
responsible for the failure to "ass it last ses9-
sion 'because earlier in the session they intro-
duced two Bills. the Vermin Bill and the Rab-
lit Bill, both dealing v-4th the sme qtuestion.
TImediately hon. memnbers saw the contents
of those Bills it was pointed out thnt the two
dealt with the same matter and that they should
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be embodied in the one Bill. As a result a.
select committee had to be appointed to draft
a Bill. The Government had no idea, of what
was wanted and it devolved upon a select coya-
Mittee of this House to do their work for them.
Thea the Government did not have sufficient
energy or enterprise to put it through Parlia-
ment. Mr. Baxter, theref ore, is quite wrong
when he says that the Governmeat were not
responsible. 'The Government were respon-
sible. They were entirely responsible for the
-failure to pas the Bill. Even without the
Bill the Government have neglected their duty
in this matter. I turn to the deputation from
the Farmers' and Settlers' Association which
waited upon the Premier during conference
week. If hion. members have read the report
of that deputation it must have heen brought
biornec to them the position this country is faced
with so far as the rabbit invasion is concerned.
Statements were made there by Mr. Moran
that matters were fast reaching such a
pass in the district of Nungarin that
unless immediate steps were taken to en-
force poisoning systematically and universally,
it was anticipated that nut one half of the
area put under crop this year would be
stripped, Mr. Moran was quoting from a re-
port by Inspector Rowan, and it concluded-

This year I regret to say rabbits are eat-
ing the crops in many places as fast as the
farmer sows the seed, and settlers report
losses of 25 per cent, of areas sown,' and
this when the rabbit seasoa has not started.

But the most important statement on that
matter was contained in the recommendation by
the Industries Assistance Advisory Board. In
a minute to their Minister they say-

The board desfires to impress as strongly
as it can the seriousness of the position not
only from the point of view of the Agri-
cultural Bank and ludustries Assistance
Board, but also from a national standpoint.
The depredations have assumed alarming
proportions, and unless the Government are
prepared to take action to combat the pest,
the hoard foresees the time arriing, and
that at no distant date, of settlers in the
'aforesaid districts beinga forced off their
holdings, in this evcnt-nnd there is no
douhit that it will come to pass-the iov-
eminecnt must not only be prepared to face
serious losses of invested mioney in connec-
tion with abandoned holdings, but later en
the same occurrence will take place again
through settlers closer in beine compelled to
relinquish their properties. Tn concluding
the board says it cannot impress the gravity
of the situation too strongly.

lon, members will see what ire are faced with.
On top of the difficulties confronting us with
regard to the hlsposal of our wheat crop we
have this mienace of the rabbit invasion. The
deputation to which I. hare referred waited
upon the Premier. I do not know why
they went to the Premier when the
matter is controlled by the Honorary Minister.
If my advice to members of the nublic is
worth anythi-ng, it is that if they have any
mattcr which concerns any particular Min-
ister, they had better carry their representa-
tions to that Minister who is charged with
the administration of the department affected,

it is no use going to the head of the Gover
went, who can only iii turn pass the matt
en to the Minister interested, In this ca
the deputation went to the Premier and aft
making vecry full representations to him
to the situation,,the Premier replied. Ti
is what hie said in opening:-

The speakers had seemed much in earne
in the matter and he concluded by the si
of the deputation that its members were
in earnest.

The remarkable thing about it is that t]
Premier seemed to find that they were
earnest and he went on to say that the Oo
erment realised the seriousness of the mm
ter-thie usual reply. Then the Premier aski
whether the crops could be saved now. NM
Moran said that 10 per cent. of them coul
and the 'Premier answered that he would ai
dertake to take the matter up on the fu
suggested by the deputation and see wheth
anything could be done. I do not think I a
unfair when I say that if there is one quc
tion that concerns the people of this counit
upon which the Premier should be in a poi
tion to give a reply on the spot, it is th
matter that was brought before him on th.
occasion, It was not something new whih
was sprung upon him and in regard to whi4
he might have to avail himself of the oppo
tunity to consult his officers. This has he(
a burning question in the House and the cou
try for the past 18 months and all the deli
iteness that the deputation could get f ro
the Premier was that the Government won
consider it. I know that there are diffieti
ties. We know that wire netting is not pr
curable at the present time. We know, pe
haps; that it is difficult to obtain a sufficiei
supply of poison. But that did not app
when the matter was urgent 18 months ag

Mr. Piesse: Or earlier.
Hon. P. COLLIER: The lion. member wan'

to get back to the time when we were
office. Even if it will satisfy him to say th;
our Government (lid not do it, does that ju
tify neglect on the part of the present Go'
erument? This questioni has been a burnin
one during the past 18 months. The Premih
himself said at the deputation that one pai
of rabbits mnultiplied to the extent of Fri
hably a million in one year. If that is si
there must be hundreds of millions more ral
bits tn-day than there were two years agi
Wh'lat have thu Government donet They hay

heen pushed by this House only a few monti
ago into constructing poison carts. If the .sro
ing of the agricultural areas from the depr4
dations of rabbits depends upon the expend
ture of money, then it is infinitely better t
spend what money is available for tho
special purpose, than to spend it in some o
the directions in which the Government am
nt pr-esent engaged in spending it. If the
can find money to establish industries and t
experiment with the making of flower pot
and roofing tiles, or grindstones-

The Premier: The Government are not eMnf
ing mroney for fiower pots.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Premier is not in
formed iii the matter. Let me tell him wha
his Government did. They found a sum of,
think, £300 with which to experiment in on



[ASSEMBLY.]

clays to see whether they were suitable for
the manufacture of pottery ware, This money
was found by the Minister for Industries..
It is not a large sum.

The Premier: That will not ruin the coun-
try.

I-Ion. P. COLLIER:, If the Government are
so desperately hard tip that they have to
neglect the rabbit business because of the
scarcity of money, I sub~mit that, if this £000
had been spent in the purchase of poison carts
the expenditure would have proved of more
value to the country than it otherwise would.

Mr. Lambert: You could not get the poison
if you had a million carts.

Hon. P. COLLTER: That may be so.
Mr. Lambert: The department have no

poison and cannot get any.
Hon. PR COLLIER: I accept the Premier's

statement that there is a difficulty in obtain-
ing poison. T do not know how far back that
difficulty extends, and whether it existed to
the same degree twelve months ago as it does
now. If the difficulty of the Government in
coping with the rabbit pest is awing to a
want of poison, wire netting1 or other mate-
rial,. over which they have no control, of
course they are exemipt from condemnation
and criticism. If, however, this is due to the
enct that they have not sufficient money, that
is nn entirely different matter. The Pre-
inier said in reply to a (leputation that it
was ill a matter of money.

The Premier: Hear, hear!
li. P. COLLIER: I do not think the ex-

planation is sufficient. If the Government
-aninot obtain those things I have mentioned,
that stands good as the defence, but if the
lefence is on the score of scarcity of money
t does not hold good. No matter how diffi-
'ult it may be to obtain money, so long as
lie Government can get it for purposes on
vhich they are expending it to-day in other
lireetions of infinitely smaller importance, a
lefene on those grounds does not stand
cond. In any case, notwithstanding th
neniber for Toodyny (Mr. Piesse), it is a
natter upon whichi the Premier might have
;iven a more definite reply to the deputa-
-'ell-

The Premier: They have the reply now.
Efon. P. COLLIER:- I have not seen it.
The Premier: It is in the Press.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Thea it escaped my

iotice. I dlid read somewhere in the Press
-,hat, in reply to a deputation the Premier
itated that the difficulty of the Government
mas in procuring sufficient poison.

The Premier: That is one difficulty.
Hon. P. COLLIER: That, I snppose, is the

vhole crux of the position. Tt is strange in-
teed that at a time when we are threatened
vith being overrun with rabbits for the year
nided last JTune this State imported from the
Thastern States hares and rabbits to the
mahr~e of two thousand pounds. Trapping is
iot allowed here. Whilst the Eastern states
Lre exporting rabbits to the value
lf hundreds of thousands of pounds,
Ind the Commonwealth Government have
nade large profits from the sale or export
1f rabbits, Western Australia, when the rab-

bits are at our back door in millions, and
the country is being overrun with them,'
quite complacently imports rabbits from the:
Eastern States,

Mr. Lutey: They could use plenty more.
The Attorney General:- That is merely a

bad habit on the part of Western Australia.
This State imports lots of things.

ion. P. COLLIER: Quite so. If the Min-
later for Industries succeeds in obviating
the necessity for so niany imports, he will
deserve much commendation from the people
of the country. It is not with his approval
that all these things are coming into the
State, and his energies, so far as the estab-
lishnient of secondary industries is con-
cerned, are being usefully employed. I wish
to assure hini that my reference to pottery
and other things was not made in any sneer-
ing or depreciatory fashion. I recognise, as
every hon. member does, the need for estab-
lishing industries in this counatry, and the
need for supplying our own requirements in.
stead of continually sending huge sums of
money out of the State. It is only a question
of what money is available for the -purpose
of establishing secondary industries, and of-
the direction in which it could he most use-
fully employed being outlined. If the Min-
ister can find the money to assist him in the
direction in which he is going with respect
to the establishment of secondary industries,
well. and good. I do not think, however) it
would be wise to withdraw money from other
channels that are perhaps more in need of it
in order to establish these industries. If we
cannot find the money to cope with such a
serious situation as the rabbit invasion, I
should say that the establishment of minor
industries would have to wait until we
reached more prosperous times. That is the
position as I view it. With the difficulties
in regard to the harvest and other problems
that we have to face, if the rabbits get a
hold uponm this country we are in for a bad
time. I aum informed that the rabbits are
now in the Ranges and spreading over the
South-west to sonic extent. This information
does not conic from the same source as that
which told me that they were coming over-
land along the trans-Australian railway by
millions.

The Premier: We could not find them.
Hon. P. COLLIER:. Evidenitly that inform-

ation was fairly correct, for, unfortunately,
they are here in milons, no matter how they
got here. If they get into the gullies and
valleys of our ranges it will be infinitely
more costlyv and difficult to eradicate them
than it would be if they were con-
fined to the open agricultural areas.
of course much will depend upon tie
individual efforts of the farmers. I
dto not say' for a moment that the respon-
sibility is entirely one for the Government,
or that they should do everything. The res-
ponsibility rests upon the individual land-
holder as well as it does upon the Govern-
ment. Unless every farmer co-operates, with
the Government in his efforts success will
not be obtained. It seemis to me it will ho
utseless for the settlers to expend their time,
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money, and energy upon the3 matter if the
Government allow the large areas of Crown
lands and abandoned holdings to go without
proper attention. The next matter to which
I would refer is one which has been a great
deal talked about, but which so far has not
passed tire talking stage. I refer to the
question of the repatriation of our returned
soldiers. First of all let inc say, I trust
that this question of adequately denliug with
tme problem of doing justice to our soldiers
who are returning to the State will never be
brought down to the level of party polities.
I hope that one member or one party will not
attempt to play off another member or party
on a matter of this kind. I hope it stands
above any party quarrel. I think I am justi-
fied in making this statement because so far,
in this House or out of it, Ihave not on any
occasion indulged in any criticisms or made
any public utterance with regard to repatri-
ation, I have never used it on the political
platform, or in the Rouse.

Mr. 0 'Loghien: Perhaps you would not get
results unless you did so.

liHon. P. COLLIER: I hope it will be kept
out of party polities.

Mr. Teesdale: Are you speaking for your-
self only?

ion. P. COLLIER: I am speaking for lay-
self. At the same time it is inevitable that
the matter must be a subject for discussion
in this House. I hope that whatever views
members may give expression to, no matter
on which side of the House they sit, they will
not be charged with having any ulterior or
party motive in view. This State to-da-y
stands ont as n evil example of neglect and
had ifferenice so far as the permanent settle-
ment on the land of our returned soldiers rs
concerned. I do not say who is to blame or
who is responsible for this. It is true no
doubt that private employers, as well as the
Oovernment, have done their best to find
work for returned soldiers, hot that is only
tinkering with the question. It is not a
solution of the problem of repatriation to
push one mian out of a job here, or a position
there, in order to put in a returned soldier.

Mr. 0 Logh hen: That is only perpetnatiug
it.

Nion. P. COLLIER:- It is not a. solution of
the difficulty to discharge a married .mail,
upon whose shoulders are the obligations of
a family, in order that Iris position might be
filled by a returned soldier. I venture to say
that returned soldiers would themselves be
the last to expect that sort of thing to be
done.

Mr. Teesdalc: Has it been done9
1ron. P. COLLIER-. All over the place.
';%r. Teesdale: In the case of married men

with children?
Hion. P. COLLIER: Yes.
Mr. Teesdale: By the Government?
Hon. P. COLLIER: .1 know of a ease in

which the Federal Government are concerned.

Sitting suspended from 6.J5 to 7.30 p.m.

Horn. P. COLLIER:. -Before tea I was deal-
ing with then question of the repatriation of.

our soldiers, and was endeavouring to poi
out that thle method which is being adopt,
in somne quarters as a solution, or a parti
solution, of the problem is to displace i
holding positions in 'order to create vacanei
for returned men. I have in mind partic
lany one case in Frem an tie where a marrii
iran considerably over 50 years of age, wvi
three sons at the war, and himself of cony
rot eligible, a roan who had been for mnar
years in the employ of the. Federal Gayer
mnert, was dismissed from his position
order to mnake room for a returned soldii
I. do not knew whether or not our Gover
mient are similarly dissinig-I do not
loge that they are. I know of no case who
a man has been deliberately dismissed fro
our State service in order that another ni
mright be employed in his room. But the poi
tioin to-day is such that if a man should ni
fortunately become unemployed he has
hope of obtaining employment, even thou1
he is n married man with the -responsibiliti
of a family, while there aire any retnrn
soldiers unabsorbed. That is distinctly u
fair, bjecause, after all, the citizens who a
i our State, and who in the great majori
of cases through no fault of their own ha
not been to thle war, must also live and re
their families just the samne as anybody ci:
T wish to warn the authorities or those c
.crnied that it is no solution whatever oft
problem) of the returned soldier merely
push one man out in order to push anotli

i no1 solution whatever. Admittedly,t
best solution of the difficulty would be

minc~e as many as possible of our return
s;oldiers upon thle land, or engage themn in o
primary industries if possible. In .tl
coimuectioni I. want to say;' without,
hope, being in any way unfair, thatt
Government have lamentably and miscrah
failed to rise to thle occasion or in fact to
anythinig at all of any value in the matter
the settlemnt of our returned soldiers upi
the land. One may observe the doings of t
Cove,irnents of the Eastern States, of ny
one. of' ihlem, in this connection, and one w
he )onr to admit that Western Austral
!ias c.ause to hang hier head in shame for h
indifference or lack of energy or want
offort in the direction T have indicated. T
have had repatriation talk from a hitudri
platforms.. It -is the. theme of discussion
ruciubers of Parliament and prominent eii
zens and others. Wherever people foregatlu
a lot of pious platitudes arc talked about ti
State's obligations to the returned soldier
While that has been going on for yearsn'
nothing of a tangible, definite, or practic
character has been done. I challenge ti
Government to give to this House rind to tm
country definite iuformation of anything
ainy value that has been done in this conane
tion.

Mr. Maley-. Give us a constructive idea.
lion. P. COLLIER: Nonsense! I a~m wi

administering the affairs of this eour
Every time a member attempts to offer am
comment or criticism imon thle donsof tI
Crorernment he is met with the same sta
Cry of ''Give us somthing constructive.,'
is not for private members to offer constrn
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tive ideas to the Government or to furnish
the Government with a policy. The Govern-
ment assume the responsibility of governing
the country-, and it is for them to put forward
a policy adequate to the situation. Having
accepted the responsibilities of office, they
cannot shirk those responsibilities by saying,
''It is not our fault; no private mnem ber told
us what to do in the matter.'"

Hon. J. Mfitchell: We pledged ourselves to
the Federal Government to do it, too.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Of course we did. We
pledged our faith and our honour to do it.
Let us examine the position. Going back
to the Governor's Speech of July last year, I
find this paragraph-

Grave attention is being given to the im-
portant question of repatriation, and a de-
tailed statement of the intentions of my
advisers in this regard will he made avail-
able for your information.

'Where is that detailed statement of the In-
tentions of the Government that was prom-
ised in .July of last year?

M4r, Johnston: It was laid on the Table of
the House.

Ron. P. COLLIER: A detailed statement of
the government's intenktions?

Mr. Jfohnston: Yes; and we each had a
Copy of it.

Hon. P. COLLIER: A copy of what?
Mir. Johnston: The proposed scheme.
I-on. P. COLLIE R: Whose proposed scheme?
Mr, fohnstou: The proposed scheme of the

ruemher for Northam (iRon- J. Mitchell),
Ron. P. COLLIER: I am talking about

what appeared in the Governor's Speech of
JTuly last year, after the member for Northam
had left office. At least the Tiember for
Northam has this advantage, that lie proposed
something in tile nature of a definite scheme
-whether it was the best possible scheme
or not is another question. The paragraph
I have quoted said that the present Govern-
ment would give the details of their scheme
to Parliament at an early date. Where are
those details? That promise was made 12
wonths ago. What has happened to the
scheme? What has becomie of the scheme?
Only muddle and incompetency. Every time
the Government find themselves in a difficulty
over this matter they make some change in
the adinistration. 'With a great flourish
of trumpvets Mr. Camut was appointed to take
charge of repatriation, and the public were
told through the Columns of the Press that
now a. competent man had been appointed
to control repatriation all would be well. I
recollect the Honorary Minister for Lands
fromn his place in this House eulogising Mr.
Gamin and informing mnembers what a capa-
ble and energetic man Mr, Gamin was, and
how be was boundt to suc-eed, and how all
grounds for objection or complaint would be
removed so soont as Mr. Gamin got going.
What happened? Things drifted for months,
and nothing was dlone. There was the saute
bandying about from the Agricultural De-
partment to the Lands Department and front
thme Industries Assistance Board to the Agri-
cultural flank-bakwards and forwards.
When the tide of public opinion threatened
to overwhelm the Government, they resortedI

to the old stale expedient of, by inference,
blaming the officer who was in charge. The
fact that Afr, Camm was reinoeed from that
position and Mr. MeLarty appointed to take
charge of it conveys, by inference, nothing
bat that the faiLure of thle Government to do
nothing was due largely to Mr. Gamin. No
other inference is possible. And so the Gov-
ernment hope to stave off criticism or to sat-
isfy tile people for a little wh'lile longer by
removing Mr. Gain and appointing Mr. Me-
Larty. That has been done. The Premier
niade a statement that lie had a Repatriation
Bill drafted, and that it had been drafted for
a long time, but that hie Could not make its
contents public because amendment might
be desirable right down to the meeting of
Parliament. No doubt the Government will
seek to shelter themselves from the conse-
quences of their neglect in this niatter by
saying that they have not the necessary stat-
utory) authority and have not a Repatriation
Act passed. I say that any such explanation,
if attempted, will not hold water for a
mnoment; because no legislation is required.
The Government have under existing Acts of
Parlianment all the powers and authority neces-
sary to do what is needed for the Settlement
of retuirnedI soldiers onl the land. No expla-
nation Of that kind will do. A little while
ago the Premier told the country that the
Government had 158 farmis available
for *eturncd soldiers. Apparently that
was considered to be something equal
to the situation -15S farm-something
adequate to mneet the undertaking given by our
Stat6 Covem-oment to the Commonwealth Gov-
erment to settle ahout 4,000 or 5,0 00 returned
Soldiers on our lands. That is the undertaking
andl the obligation of oulr Government. Out-
Side thle few soldiers settled sparsely here and
there in our agricultural arena either Onl new
farmns or onl abandoned farms, and outside six
poultry taniners established at Osborne Park,
what has been doneI Even as regards that
Small matter of establishing Six poultry farm-
ers at Osborne Park, we have had evidence in
the newspapers only aI week or two ago of
bungling and mismanagement, These six re-
turned soldiers were handled by a board of
experts, and had to spend a good dleal of their
time in graduatiag at the Subiai-o poultry mini-
'-ersity; but even with such assistaane heGCu-
emnmnent conid1 not handle that snuill tter
without bungling in the details. At ally rate,
the Government have not denied that buingling
haRS occurred. III his policy spaeh of Septem.-
be- last year thle Premier moade a statemnent
which T shiall qluote, a statement which is typi-
cal of thme utterances delivered fro-' ine to
tiume until I venture to say the publhic of mii
country, thme mnail in the street, musit he nblso-
bItchy disgusted with hearing Speeches on what
the 13overnment intend to do an:d are goingy to
do in the happy future depkmted for all men
who have gone to fight for ths country, whilst
at the sane time an utter want of energy, of
initiaitive, and of capacity is evidenced by thle
Government on all hands. it is not too imch
to make that Statement. Tn his policy speech
of Septemuber last the Premier, who was juist
Lring before the electors and was appealing
for support, said-
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I know of no place in thle world
with better prospects for mixed farming.
The mnarket is at our doors, and ite sent
out of Western Australia last year over a
million sovereigns for tire purcliase of essenl-
fiat food. supplies, all of which canl bn and
should be produced here :f th!ere were only
the People to do it. We3 now feol thest tire
time3 has arrived when our attention shovhl
be very closely directed to and centred upon
the development of the Soutn-West~--

The member for Bunbury (Mr. Money) i'ill
know that that phrase about the dleveloptnent
of our great South-West is not anl original
conception. That theme has been harped upon
for many many years. The Pretimer i spec .'h
of September last year proceeds--

-the -developmnt of the South-West, thai
fair p~rovilnce in which we hove an as-Srrr'
rainfall, an arear larger titn the w.hole of
Victoria, a soil rich and prodinctivv. :rnl a
climate second to none in Australia. While
the appearance of past hewgce nlay he at
mnatter for some regret, it is tire intenitiin
of my Government to devote its enuergivs in
the direction of bringing about closer settle-
mrent and intense culture. Assistance will
be given to returned soldiers to settle inl
this locnlity. Under the ready made farmz
systern blocks of from 30 acres to 160 acres
according to existing railways will be made
available. The holdings will be feniced, from
20 to 20 acres cleared, a home bulilt upon it,
and a water supply Provided... .....
Exery inducement will be given to tire re-
turned soldier to go in for mixed farming,
pig and poultry raising, fruit anti potato
growving, etc., etc.

That was the policy of the Government in re-
spect to the settlement of soldiers in thle South11-
West, prior to the elections.

Mr. Pickering: And a very guod policy.
Heon. F. COLLIER: Ant excellent policy, buit

I wnnt the Premier to toll the House to what
extent elfeet has been giveun to thrat policy.
How many of those smrall holdings of front 30
ace to 360 acres in the South-West have been
m11ade available, how many have been cle~ared,'
how many horries have been erected in the"
South-West it pursuance of this policy? It
cannot be said that the Government ha ve not
Itad time. Some 12 months lhave elavsed and
it cannot be said we are hustling the Govern-
macat when we want to know at this stage wvhat
has been donre. I say thla;t nothinig whatever
has been dlose. so far at least as the country
lknows, unless indeed the modesty of M1inisters
prevents them giving the information to thle
public. Not on returned soldier, T believe,
huts been settled in the South-West, certainly
no definite policy of preparing these small
areas has been undertaken. I know that the
Government have been busy, they have had
their time occupied by many things; but if
there is anything which the Government were
in honour bound not to set aside for other
things is was this matter of pr;oviding oppor-
tunities for returned men to settle on the agri-
cultural areas, particularly inl the South-West.
What is the position at the present time? 'Re-
turned soldiers are becoming disheartened
.and disgusted with tramping about from office
to office, -from official to official and from

lviluister to Minister iii an eindeavour to gi
suimie detinite results and finality to their r
quests to have farms niade available to ther
Tire consequence is that to-day Western Au
tralianl returned soldiers are leaving this Sta
for the Eastern States because they are eo
virreed they will there get better opportunitii
than are afforded to them hrere.

The Premier: Not because they cannot g,
lend here.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Because they canai
get suitable lanld here.

Tire Prenmior: No, becautse they think th(
will be better off there.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Will the Premii
say that every returned soldier who has e
cleavouired to get land in this State has bec
iret by the Governument here?

The Preatier: Yes.
bitn. P. COLLI liE: No, certainly not. Thi

might have been offered abandoned. holdings
the agricultural areas.

The Preier: No.
Hion. P. COLLLERB: How any men ha'

beeii offered the kind of settlement that t]
Premier outliiied in his policy speechf

Honl. P. Jii, S. Wilrnott (Honorary Mini
ter) : Flow miany have applied?

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is the Honora
Minlister's idea of his obligations to ti
soldiers, namely to sit d]own and ask how mat
have applied, ITt is the duty of the Cover
nrent to holdl out iniduceints to the soldier
tad hot to wait urntil they conic along. I
the Gevernielit expect to settle retired soldie
by sitting down cand waitinig unrtil those
turlned suldiers !omne aroud knocking them o
of their dug-outs? It is their dirty to ml
known to tire returied soldiers what faciliti
are afforded. Let Ministers give the Hon)
thre inforrmatiun as to what the Governme
Irave" done to settle nrlen ill thle Sorrth-West
atezordauce with the policy outlined by tl
Premie 'r.

Mr. 0 'togh Len: Some of the soldiers a
pliedl for the H-arvey blocks end futond ti
(-oiditioris ilrplossible.

Honr. P. COLLTRiR: There is a snifficiei
nuirmbler of men already o11 the land who ha,
had a hard sitrulggle to mlake a do0 of it.
hnts been burpedl mport in season arid outIseasonr that if there is One aspect of agrier
hire 'nh it Dugirt to be developed it is thatq
daily promluce. I believe that the policy oil
hired by thre Prenlier is a good one, that it
thle only rvay in which to settle thle Souith-We.;
To ask thle individual settler, the returm
soldier or civilian, to go there and face th:
heavily timrbered country by himself is to ar
air ilopossibility. Thre Sont-West can ar
will onrly he settled bky tire Governent takir
upi thre matter and encoraging time nccssai
expentditure by clearing areas and erectir
hloynes so that the settlers may have a prop
start. So far as I can see, nothing whatey.
tins beena done in regard to developing ti
policy outlined by the Premier. It is riot
mnatter of assertion, it is common talk in tU
streets, on the treats and on the trainls, ever
where we mieet returned soldiers we hear ti
saine comaplaint. If the Government have doi
something in the direction in which I say thll
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have done nothing, then they are to blame for
any criticism, in that they have not make
known to the public what they have done and
what they propose to do. Tile fact is the
Government have lamentably and miserably
failed to rise to the occasion in regard to the
sfltlement of our returned soldiers on thle land.
It is of no use dilly-dallying with the matter.
If we had not the land, if we cannot find suit-
able areas good enough for these men, let us
he frank and say so and not he giving out to
the public day by day the inference that there
axe unlimited areas of land available for the
purpose. I say the Government have not at-
tempted seriously to carry out their policy, al-
though with a flourish of trumpets the Ron-
Drary Minister was set aside in the matter and
the public was told that the Premier had taken
this question of repatriation entirely on him-
3elf and that things would be different. Has
there been any difference, has any ini-
provenient been made, is there any
noe satisfaction abroad to-day than
'here was when the Honorary Minister
was controlling the matter? If venture
:o say there is not, Again, if we can-
,lot settle men on the land under this Corm-
monwealth scheme of repatriation whereby wve
,Yt assistance from the Federal Govern ment,
iow' are we going to settle out of our own re-
sonurces the ordinary citizens who want to go
in the land? The Federal scheme affords a
;plendid opportunity for the State to get its
and settled, With the assistance made avail-
til by the Commonwealth Government we
inve an opportunity which has never been pre-
:ented in the past and which, I do not suppiose,
vIll be presented again in the future. If under
hese circumstances we cannot do something
ifective, the outlook is hopeless indeed for
and settlement, particularly in the South-
Vest. No number of platitudes will suit the
ituation. On the question of immigration we
tave the Agent General making a trip to
,'ranee, interviewing the soldiers and pointing
ait the opportunities in Western Australia for
and settlement. We cannot cope with the few
:core of men we have in the State, cannot
)Iaco them, yet at the same time our Agent
l1eneral is talking in France and London about
tur being able to absorb 25,000 men a year.
'f there is one thing more reprehensible than
mother is is that the Government's represen-
ative in England should in any way endeavour
o mislead the people of Great Britain, who do
tot know the circumstances. It is a cruel,
allous thing to bring men out here tinder mis-
epresentation,

Hon. J. Mitchell: The Agent General was
mly quoting what the Government here had
letermined upon.

Hon. P. COLLIER:- I know that. I know
hat the Agent General is not talking on his
in responsibility. We have in the past met

immigrants fronm the Old Country hired toWestern Australia under false pretences. It
rour.es the utmost symnpathy to find men nod
romen stranded in a, new country uinder condi-
ions whiich they have not been led to expect.

Mfr. Teesdale: The officials lied to them.
Hon. P. COLLIER: It ought not to be

lone; the Government ought to see that it is

tiot conitinued. This is what Mr. Connolly
said, tlealin g with the question of the in-
erease in freights-

The Agent General of Western Austra-
lia, whose Government have been making
extensive preparations for tile settlement
of ca-service men after the war, stated
that it wouald not be going too far to say
that the suggested increase in the immi-
gration rates from £14 and £16 to £38
was at proposition for restricting emigra-
tion to the dominions rather than encour-
aging it. It is anl utterly impossible pro-
position, he added, to ask a young State
like Western Australia, with a population
less than 360,000, which requires and is
prepared to take at least 25,000 ax-soldiers
H, year, to pay a rate of anything appro xi-
mating £38.

Will the Government inform the people of
this country what part of the State wherein
or how they have beenl making these exten-
sire preparations to settle large numbers of
ca-service mnen?

Mr. Teedale: We do not want 25,000 this
Yenx, at all events.

M Nr. Pickering:- The sooner they comne the
better.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I take it the Agent
General made this statement en the authority
of his Goverment. I cannot believe that the
Agent General would make a statement of
that kiind without such authority. Ifj he has
iloite so he ought to be brought to book.

lI-on. JI. Mitchell: The same advice was
sent to the British people by the Governmuent
lhere.

lion. P. COLLIER: Where are the Govern-
iiient making extensive preparations to ab-
sor b large numbers of ca-service men?

.\r. Teesdale: I do not think the Govern-
.ment ever said it, irrespective of Mr. Con-
nolly.

The Premier: I't was said years ago, in
your time.

lion. P. COLLIER: If the Agent General
is disseminating information or making
statements of that kind upon a policy which
existed years ago he ought to be checked at
the earliest possible moment; he says, "My
Government,"' meaning the present Govern-
ment, now, ''are making extensive prepara-
tions for the settlement of a-soldiers.''

lion. .1. Mitchell: In November, 1916, that
adlvice went 'Rome.

MXr. Pickering: It is tim-e it was cancelled.
lion. P. COLLIER: He speaks of 25,000

men a year. It is an appalling, inaccurate
statement. Do we not know that the Gov-
erment cannot properly deal with the num-
ber of men in our own State? Where are the
Government going to settle 25,000 men a

y ear on the land? It is an utterly false
statement to make and ought to he with-
drawn, refuted , or contradicted at the earli-
est possible moment. In our best days,
when we had great empty areas in hendreds
of thousands of acres in this country, and
everybody was looking for land, we were not
able to absorb 25,000 settlers a year, and
keen and anxious as I am to increase the
population of the clountry-I. have said it be-
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fore and say it again-if we are going to
hold Australia for the white race we have
to fill its empty spaces--at thle saume timie it
is no use making absurd and misleading
statements. What would happen in the
State to-morrow if 1,000 es-service men
wished to go on tile land, to say nothing of
25.000? It would mean utter chaos.

lion. J1. Mitchell: We dlid place 15,000
one year.

li-on. P. COLLIER: That was in the days
which T was speaking about, when everybody
was going on the land. It is quite clear that
land once settled is not available. The
statements such as I bare mentioned ought
to be attended to. The Agent General is a
responsible officer and the Government are
responsible for all the statements made on
their behalf. It is not right to have our
Agent General talking to the people of the
Old Country in that way. We can under.
stand that there will be a much more ready
response in the Old Country to an appeal
for inmnigrants in the future thtan in
the past, because Australia, to-day is
known in a different manper throughout every
hole and corner of the Old Country than it
was prior to the war, Our soldiers have made
Australia known to the lpeople of the old
Couryy, and when representatives of the Gov-
ermnen t say to them, ''We wenlt 26,000 of your
ex-servicernen a year; we have made extensive
preparations to receive them,'' we can under-
stand the response will be spontaneous. What
is going to happen then? There is in the
"'British Australasian" a Western Australian
advertisement: it is dated ]6th May of the
present year, and it says-

Western Australia,, the largest State in
the Conmnmonwealth, has made remarkable
progress in agricultural and industrial de-
vclopuicnt. It has most liberal land laws,
providimng for assistance to new settlers.
Free hiomestead farms of 160 acres are open
for selection i the umost fertile districts, and
special financial aid granted to es-servic
men.
Mr. Pickering: What does it mean by home-

etead farmis?
Hlon. P. COLLIER: It goes on to say-

Millions of acres availahle for settlement,
suitable for wheat and fruit growing and
mixed dairy farming. Delightful climate and
an assured rainfall. Western Australia pro-
duaces 55 per cent. of the total gold yield of
Australia, and thle yield to date exceeds
£137,000,000. The forests of Western Aus-
tralia ac-c famous for jerrab and Isarri hard-
woods, suitable for sleepers, paving timbers,
bridge beams, piles, etc., etc. Finest fruit
groanm in the world, record prices for apples
and grapes being obtained at the London
markets each, season.

''Millions of acres available for settlement
suitable for wheat and- fruit growingfand mixed
farming! " That is what the Agent General
says.

Hon. J,. Mitchell: It is quite true; the land
may not be surveyed.

Hion. P. COLLIER: That is a Western Aus-
tralian advertisement authorised by the Gov-
ernment, and the inference is that the acres
aire there waiting for people to settle on thorn.

Anyone who reads that advertisement infer
that the millions of acres are there awaitinj
settlement now, not in the future, not year
hence. En the desire to settle our lands and t
encourage immigration, it is essential that car
ihould he taken not to make misleading o
ilnpro;.:er statements, because the truth wi
quickly get back to the Old Country and wi
redound on the' State and other parts of th
Commonwealth.

lir. Pickering: It has gone baek before t(
dlay.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It has. We have ha
experience of it. But we have got throug
that and we do not want to start in the sacs
way again. At the present time, when it is a
undoubted fact that the Government have n(
beea able to find suitable land for all our ow
soldiers returning, only about six or seven p(
cent. of them, or a small number, when we i
not able to find land for men at the presei
time, what are we going to do when all tU
soldiers return, not so say anything about V
ex-service men.

Mr. Pickering: Give them free meal ticket
Hon. P. COLLIER: The Minister willI hni

to open another depfit. The position is a ser
ous one, t~here is no doubt, and it requires t1
prompt and earnest attention of the Gover
inent. It is no use saying it will receive grai
consideration. We shall have, I suppose,
opportunity of further considering the Cover
ment's poliey, or want of policy, or efforts,
lack o' efforts, in regard to the settlement
soldiers when time Repatriation Bill is intr
duced in the House, which we are promised
an early date. As T have already stated,
is not suffiient for the Government to mere
deal lv4th these returned men. If the Cover
meat have the land awaiting settlement, it
thle duty of thle Government to placard thb
fact to thle worldj, and it is only right to WeE
ern Australia. If we have millions of aLer(
why n'ot have a standing advertisement in t]
"West Australian"' every day inviting s(
diers to take it up and telling them where
is? While we are advertising in the 0
Country we are not doing anything in tm
State. - submit emphatically, without am
trace of party feeling, or desire to he unfal
that it is my firm conviction that tV
Government have failed in the matter
meeting their obligations on this cmuiestii
of repatriation to a greater extent th!
they have failed on the other big qum
tions they have hanled and that is sayii
a great deal indeed. The next questii
that I wish to touch on is thle all absorbii
one of finance and I did intend dealing wi
the matter at some length, bitt I do n
know that any good will be accomplished 1
mly doing so now. The position of the Ste
financially needs no reiteration at my hani
It is known nlow to everybody. It is il

plorable in the extreme and when I say Sli
the Government are responsible, I am goii
no further and saying no more than was 55

of thle Government of which I was a ie
ber. Excuses are being found for the fine
cial drift on llt hands. The Treasurer
stances unforeseen expendture--just as
there was not unforeseen expenditure in eve
year. This excuse and that excuse is beii

.3
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advanced but no excuse whatever can relieve
the Government of their responsibility for the
position. The Government, with all the in-
fluence behind therm, told 'the people of the
country prior to the Labour Government
leaving office that the financial condition of
the State was due entirely to our want of ad-
ministrative ability, and that one statement
was so consistently and persistently made,
that the Government almost created a state of
panic. They had convinced a large section
of the electors of the State that the solvency
of Western Australia depended on the Liberal
Government going into office. I conld quote for
hours speeches made by the present Ministers
anad their supporters on that aspect of the
question. They are familiar to members of
the public and I am not going to weary menm-
hers with them, but just a few brief refer-
ences or extracts from these speeches would
not be uninteresting at the present juncture.
A fortnight after the Minister for Industries
took office in the Liberal Government this
is what he had to say-

The effect of the advent of the Liberal
Government would be, as it had been al-
ready, to inspire confidence, and if the
Liberal Government was continued it
would protect the men and the money of
Western Australia, place the affairs of the
country on a sound footing, and ensure suc-
cess and prosperity for the countr~y conse-
quently bringing more work, more money
for everyone.

That was a fortnight after his taking office.
If a fortnight's administration, on the part
of this business mnn was going to have
such a wonderful effect '.what degree of pros-
perity might we not expect after two years
of such administration? At the end of two
years we ought to be flowing with prosperity.
I am only quoting the Attorney General at
that time. No one has been more fall of
protestations as to the need for economy,

reorganIsation and reform than the present
Treasuer and during one of his outbursts of
3nthusiasm, in which he declared what would he
lone if he was in charge, this is what he said-

We have duplications of departments
right throughout the service. Hon. mem-
bers know that we will have to put the
knife into the bone in administrative and
other expenditure, with a callous indiffer-
ence to sentiment and without fear, favour,
or exception.

We had dnplications right throughout the ser-
vice! How many of the duplications have
been abolished? It was the old cry that they
Pvere going to restore confidence, not by re-
:renchiment, not by taxation, hut by amal-
Va matiou of departments. They fooled the
)ublie into the belief that the departments
is they existed were the result of the incom-
)etent blundering of the administration of
;he Labour Government, and it only required
;he amalgamation then suggested to restore
-be equilibrium of the finances. Then, with
egard to the extravagant expenditure of the

mrevious year, he said-
If I do not carry ount as far as possible

what I have promised I will not respect my-
self, and if hon. members do not make me
carry it out I will not respect them either.

I am eadeavouring to make him carry out his
promise in order that I may retain his re-
spect. Then he went on-

We as a Government have to do what
we say we shall do or get out and let some-
one else do it. So far as reform is con-
cerned, the time for promising is past. If I
do not do it I do not wish to stop here.

What has the hon, gentleman to say about
it now? The time for promising, hie says, is
past. Has he dlone it? Have the Government
done it? Have they made any kind of seri-
ous attempt to do it? If they have, what
results have they achieved?

Mr. Munsie: They have a bigger deficit
than that of their predecessors.

Hon. R. COLLIER: The Treasurer said
further-

Then we come to the solid fact that in the
midst of all these difficulties there has been
"o reduction in administration; indeed there
has been a pretty substantial increase. I
am voicing an outside opinion in this. If the
House eon show to the country that it is
cutting the administration 4Jown to the bone
somewhere near the same reduction as a
private business enterprise might doi, then
the people will not cavil at legitimate taxa-
tion.

Cutting down expenditure to the bone! Has
he done it? Why, every day the newspapers
contain the information that new appointments
are being made and increased emoluments are
being granted here, there, and everywhere.
This cry about the cutting to the bone, about
economy, is mere platitudinous piffle, and the
Government have failed mniserably to live up,
to their professions.

Mr. Davies: And we have not seen the worst
yet.

Hon. P. COLLIER: We have not. Thea the
Premier had something to say about the
finnces in his policy speech before the last
election. This is the peroration-

For the benefit of the State the National
Government has to clear up the finances, and
it will endeavour to (10 this with the assist-
ance of Parliament and the people. There
is no fear for the future. The National
Government have the means to properly de-
velop the State, and of lifting it out of its
present position, and the Government have
the interests of the Stnte at heart.
(Cheers.)

That was at Moora. How far has the Premier
achieved his promise? We have the plain hard
fact standing out in monumental proportions
that the Government, for the financial year
just closed, have done worse in handling the
finances than ffhy Government the State has
ever had. Wh~ilst the Liberal Government man-
aged to get through with a deficit of £700,000
for the year, our friends, the reforming Gov-
ernment, the cut-to-the-bone Government, the
economy Government, the amalgamation and
reorganisation Government, wound uip the year
with a deficit of £705,000, or £.5,000 more than
their predecessors. And. that does not include
£25,000 which they received from the double
laud] tax which they ought not to have had
credited last year, but which will have to be
dedlucted this year. That £25,000 or there-
abouts Wans collected for the six months and
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included in last year's revenue. The Govern-
nment collected £60,000 in land tax last year.
That was because of the extra six months. They
will only collect £20,000 this year, so that the
actual deficit last year should have been
£730,000 instead of £705,000. And that is the
record of a Government which came into office
to restore the finances which was the pledge
given to the electors of this country. The
Treasurer to-day has the hardihood to attempt
to shift the responsibility for the incapacity
of the Government on to the general public of
the country. He says-

I have been endeavouring to hammer home
to the electors for some time the need for
economy, but apparently without avail.

Theo Treasurer seeks to shift the responsibility
for the fact that they have not economised on
to the electors. He cannot get rid of his re-
sponsibility in that way. The electors of the
country did realise the need for economy in
that they returned this Government to power
by an overwhelming majority, pledged. to a,
policy of economy. What more could the
electors dot Wheni the Government went to
the country last September on a policy of
economy and reform, they got the majority
they asked for. Did not the electors do their
share of the business by returning them? How
can the Treasurer twist the position round and
say that the electors are to blame? It is the
Government who are responsible. They have
had instructions from the electors to economise
and they have failed miserably to do so. To-
day they say they are hard put to it to keep
expenditure dIown to the level of last year.
The Government pledged themselves not only
to keep the expenditure to the level of that of
their predecessors, but to reduce it below that.
They are On the benches opposite at the pre-
sent time under false pretences. They said
they could do these things, and they have
foiled, and as the Treasurer has stated, if hie
failed, then hie ought to be put out. I repeat,
the Government are retaining their position
to-dlay tinder false pretences, because they have
failed to realise their obligations to the
electors. No excuse waes permitted for the
Labour Government. In the last year of our
administration we managed to get through
with a deficit of £!350,000. In the first year
after we went out of office it doubled, and last
year it was even bigger. Now the electors,
who believed the professions of the Govern-
ment, have an opportunity of judging the
value and the sincerity of the declarations and
the statements made regarding the work of
the Labour Government. In our wvorst days
we never reached the state of the financial in-
capacity that has been evidenced by the pre-
sent Governmeait, and I say that, allowing for
increased expenditure over which the Govern-
ment have no control. I allow their increase
last year of £211,000 by way of added interest
and sinking fund charges, anid I allow for a
reduction of the revenue front the Common-
wealth to the extent of £16,000. That makes
in round figures about £230,000 that the Gov-
ernment had to find which the Labour Gov'-
erment were not called upon to find in our
last year of administration, and over which
the present Government have had no control.
Even allowing this £230,000 they are still

£150,000 to the bad on the year's operations
in comparison wvith the last year of the Labour
Government.

Mr. Muncie: And they have curtailed the
services to the public also.

Hon. P. COLLIER: What are the Govern-
nment going to dto about it?

Hon. T. Walker: Stop where they are of
course.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Is there anything in
the Governor's Speech to give hope that the
position will be any better in the future?
As I have already said, they do not even
mention in the Governor's Speech this year
as they did last year ''that the financial posi-
tion is catusing my financial advisers grave
anxiety."1 They have got past that stage.
They have got to the position of sublimne
fatalism which offers no hope to the future
of this country. They have not a shred or
a vestige of policy to meet the situation.
flow could they have? They are mnade uip of
opposition and inconsistencies. They bave
in their ranks mn who have nothing in com-
nion. I call tell the Government why T think
they have failed to do what they said they
would dto. With a coalition composed of three
parties what happens? Imnmediately the Gov-
erunient proposed to follow on a particular
course which might mean, reducing expendi-
ture or increasing taxation, if they begin to
take at certain road they hit uip against one
or other of the three composing parties, and
imnediately tlhat party says, ''4Oh no, you must
not r-estore the finances in that way; that will
not suit us.'' Then the Government will en-
deavour to strike out in another direction,
,and they are immtnediatelv uip against the
interests of the second party which makes
up the coalition. That party will say ''That
will not do uts.'' They then turn in a still
further direction and they are up against a
third party. The result is that, having tried
to get out along three roads they have not
got on the right track, and the resnlt is that
they have to go back to the starting point
and stand and potter about andt do nothing.
That is why the Government were bound to
fail, namely, because of the manner in which
it was composed. It is no use saytng, ''you
will drop your party polities.'' That is all
very well if they can do it. The Government
eannot stand still. They must do something,
or endeavour to do so. If they endeavour
to do somethming they strike up against the
obstacles 1 have just indicated.

Hon. T. Walker: Even the two Treasurers
contradicted eachi other.

Hion. P. COLLTER: The Government en-
tirely lack cohesion and co-operation. Every
day we read of a statement being made by
one Minister which is contradicted by an.
other.

Mr. Pickering: That is an exaggeration.
lRon. P. COLLIER: It is a good illustra.

tion. It shows that each Minister is acting
off his own bat, without regard to how it is
going to affect someone else. Is it any won-
der they have a deficit? There is the Colonial
Secretary, who when he was leading the Op-
position to the Labour Government in an-
other place said, 4'1 will not vote for in.
creased taxation, or to give one penny to
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this incompetent Government to squander."
It is not mly ditty or responsibility to par.
ticularise individuals, or to make comparisons
between the relative capacities of the differ-
ent Ministers in the present Government, but
if -I attempted to do so I should say that the
mnost incompetent administrator of the whole
teaml was the Colon ial Secretary.

flon. T. Walker: The most reckless.
Hon. P. COLLIER: He has a fluent and

eloquent tongue, but as an administrator hie
is merely a rubber stamp and an echo of his
departiental officers.

Mr. Pickering: He is to be the new Pre-
mier.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The expenditure of his
departments is something like £50,000. 'We
find an increased expenditure right along the
line and everywhere we look.

Mr. Johnston; The ''West Australian"
wants to send hini down here.

Hlon. P. COLLIER: Are we getting any re-
turn for that increase of £10,000 on the
police estimates of last year? Are we to
go on having such exhibitions of incapacity
ais have been revealed to us (luring the last
few days. What are we to get in return for
that increased expenditure?

Mr. Teesdale: Was it not spent in de-
ferred pay?

Hon. P. COLLIER: In some respects it
was, but it was also to help to keep officers
in their positions in which there was no work.

Ron. W. C. Angwiu: There are too many
onicers.

Hon. P. COLLIER: What is wanted is
something in the nature of a searching corn-
Jmission into that and other departments.
Without threatening the Government, I want
to say that when we come to discuss the
Police Estimates this year I will have some-
thing to talk about. We. do not want, as
we see to-ay, highly placed officials of the
l'olice Department, who formerly could ride
on the train or the train or a bicycle, going
to their luncheon and here, there, and every-
w-here in motor cars. It is beneath their dig-
nity new to ride a bicycle. I could go oin de-
tailing for hours. instances of extravagant
and uiijustiflable expenditure in this and
other departments. I will just illustrate one
point in this respect. We have to-day, in.
our detective branch, two inspectors in
charge of the detectives. We have only a
handful of detectives altogether. Ine Ade-
laide and in Brisbane, and even Melbourne,
there is only one head of the detective
branch. inI Western Australia we have two
heads, and in order to find work for one we
have this position: If we take up our news-
paper we find that at the police courts at Fre-
mantle, Nriorthain, or Kalgoorlie, a detective
inspector is conducting the prosecution. Any
trivial cases are conducted by a detective in-
spector at Fremantle, who has to go from
Perth, although there is already a uniformed
inspector and a sergeant stationed there. A
]etoctive inspector is sent from Perth to con-
luet a prosecntion at Kalgoorlie, although
;hore is also an inspector and a sergeant
;here; and there is a sergeant at Northern to
onuut cases in that centre.

Mr. Green: There are no criminals at IKal-
goorlie at all.

Ron. P. COLLIER: For what are they re-
quired? Is the inspector who is already
there unfit, or is the sergeant unfit to con-
duict these cases i If they aire unfit they
should be removed and others put in their
place. InI thre courts in Perth a sergeant
conducts a prosecution in all cases, yet in
Fremuantle, Northam, and Kalgoorlie we have
aI detective inspector journeying around the
country at big travelling allowaces every
day that lie is away. This illustrates tire
way in which criminal extravagances and ex-
penditure are going on, although the State is
in the position it is now in. This ought to
be stopped.

Mr. Teesdale: Then you advocate retrench-
mieut in the civil service?

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not advocate re-
trenchment. This dual position was created
or- advocated by this Government.

Mr. Teesdale: A new position?
lion. P. COLLIER: Yes.
Ron, T. Walker: An innovation.
Ron. P. COLLIER: We had one detective

inspector, but the Government in pursuance
of their policy of economy, created another.
This is something which Adelaide and Bris-
bane have not got. Right along the line we
have the same thing. Where one Minister
effects au economy another Minister
will give away four or five timues the
amount that has been saved. The
Speech tells us about the Harvey
dispute having been settled between thre
department and the settlers, Do members
know that the dispute involves the Treasury ia
a, loss of something like £4,000 or £5,000 a
year? The H:anecy people asked for an irri-
gation schemne. They undertook to pay an an-
nual rate which would provide interest and ad-
Ininistrative cost oim the capital expenditure,
that even after something like £9,000 was
natinaised, as it were, and wrritten ofr- The
rate to cover that expenditure was struck at
J 7s. 6d. per acre. Of course, they no sooner
had tire scheme iastalled when they quite
naturally objected to the rate and endeavoured
to have it cut down. The dispute has been
owing to the fact that some of the people have
refused to pay. They considered that the rate
of 17s. 6d. was altogether too high. although
it only covered what they promnised it wrould
cover, namely the cost. some of them ad-
opted an attitude of passive resistance, and
lately the Minister for Water Supply took the
matter into his own bands and went down to
the district.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: floes he not represent
that district?

Ron. P. COLLIER: He went down there
and attended a public meeting, and discussed
the matter with the settlers. Hre returned to
Perth aid made representations to his col-
leagues. I believe he said, "My colleagues
agreed with me," ndi he added that an ad-
justment had been made satisfactory alike to
the Govern meat and the settlers.

Hon. T. Walker: To all parties concerned.
Hion. P. COLLIER: The adjustment con-

sisted of reducing the rate from l7s. Gd. an
acre to 14s. an acre. That is no doubt satis-
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factory from the point of view of the settlers.
The Minister says it has been satisfactory
alie to the Government and the settlers. It is
only a coincidence, I suppose, that these same
settlers, who have succeeded in bluffing the
Minister into reducing the rate in this way,
live in an important centre of the electorate
of the Minister for Water Supply. If the
Government are to be generous to the settlers
at Harvey in reducing the rates, there are
many places on the goldfields where they have
opportunities of also reducing the rates and
showing their gratitude there as well. That
is why the Government have failed. They
make a paltry eonoiny here or there, and ask
the office boy and everyone else to make sug-
gestions for further economies. They stop the
supply of pencils and cut down the supply of
writing paper, and they restrict the quantity
of pens that may be used.

Mr. Teesdalc: You do not oppose that. I
suppose?

Hon. P. COLLIER: No, but it is only typi.
en] of the finaleky, pettifogging attitude of
that they arc n~ot entitled to relief or, consid-
eration because of the fact that the Minister
represents them.

Mfr. Thomson: I. have not been able to get
any of it.

Mfr. Johnston: The hon. member would not
refuse to relieve the Harvey settlers because
the Minister for Works represented that por-
tion of the State?

Hon. P. COLLIER: No, but let mne say
that they are not entitled to relief or consid-
eration because of the fact that the Minister
represents them.

Mr. Thomson: They are entitled to justice.
I-Ion. T. Walker: What is dlone at Harvey

should be doue in all other centres in the State.
lion. P. COLLIER: We are told in the

Speech, with regard to the gold-mining indus-
try, that in the circumistances the! present out-
puit of gnU] must be regarded as satisfactory.
Trhat is only a platitude. It is a prevatrica-
tion. The position of the gold-mining inidus-
try. and the outlook, were never so black as
they are at present. In the past two years the
value of the gold yield has fallen to the
extent of £1,500,000. That is given out as being
satisfactory. I hae" only this to say before sitting
down, that I think I have shown right along the
line on every big question of importance that canls
for stern and strong handling, that the Govern.
ment have failed. They have failed in the handling
of the Agricultural Department in that it is still
controlled by the Honorary Minister. They have
failed to meet the situation so far as the rabbit
plague is concerned. They have failed so far as
the financial position of the State is concerned.
They have failed from one end of their Aministre..
tion to the other during the past 12 months. I
think, and believe, that the best interests of this
country will be served by showing the Govern.
ment the stops of the Treasury Department. If
a pAt with these 34 members cannot produce
a Goverment that can give a better record and
better results than this Government have given
during the pest 12 months, there is nothing but
ruin and bankruptcy staring this country in the
fae.

The PREMIR (Hon. H. R. Uetroy-Moore)
-451 The member for Boulder (Hon. P. Collier)

cannot, at anty rate, say that I have not listen
to him with close attention. It is always a please
to me to listen to him. It was the case when
sat on the other side of the House. No doubt
is a postmaster in the art of criticism. T1
matters that he has brought before the Hon
to-day are matters of Email moment, very smi
moment indeed, in accounting for the expeeditu
or the revenue of the country. He has told
that the Governor's Speech had length but w
without breadth. I have heard that befoi
Hon. members sitting in opposition general
make some complimentary remark such as t0
with regard to the Governor's Speech. The Spee
is, I think, a general review of the position of W(
tern Australia. In my opinion it is not the dul
of the Government to place before this count
and the world such a position as might mfle
injuriously upon Western Australia,, and at tV
same time point to the fact that it is net a suital
country for people to reside in. I think, in api
of the fact, that the Governor's Speech is said
contain very little, it does contain some ray
hope in regard to Western Australia. So far
the hon. member is concerned, there seems to I
no hope. I think the 8peech expresses son
amount of faith in the future of Western Australi
7 am not one of these who, because we have
oloud of war over us and because owing to th
cloud of war we have got into a difficult financei
position, thinks that we should close op oi
shutters. This will appeal to hon. memnbers on tI
cross beniches on this side of the House. I say th.
if a man who has a. large agricultural and pastor
estate rinds that through adverse cireumsatn
and lower prices he has begun to get behind
his fnuances, that man should not at onice thro
up the sponge, and say " I will do nothing wit
my property," that man has to look after h
fences and his stock and amc that his stock do ni
deteriorate and to see that his fences are koj
properly in repair, and that everything that tenc
to the work of obtaining revenue for his propert
should be kept in good working condition. I
order to do that he is put to considerable expens
Unfortunately, at the present time the Wester
Australian Government has to spend money
various directions keeping its house in orders
as to be ready to meet those good times whe
they come to us later on. That accounts to a larq
extent for the need of spending money in Wester
Australia, at the present time. Some membei
think it is not necessary to expend that mone
I know there may be some who think we am
spending too much on education. Our oducationi
system is one that has grown up with the countr3
It is not a system which belongs to any one Goverr
ment, but is a system that has grown up by th
wisdom of various Governments. We have oithe
to break down that system altogether or oontinu
the systemt at the present time. It has been state'
that our educational expenditure is not require
to increase. We ame told in some quarters the
we have our manhood at the front, and the
our cost for education is increasing. Our childmei
are not at the front, and the men who remaii
behind are the married men and the ehildrei
are increasing in Western Australia to sue]
an eztont that we had 2,000 mere children ii
our schoois last year than we had in the pro
vious year. That means that we meet hac-
some increased expenditure in order to providi
for this. That is one of the sources by wie]
our expenditure increases. The hon. member ii
the course of his speech informed us that th
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country Was in a state of chaos, We have always'
heard that from the Opposition benches. At the
same time the hon. membher wil] admit that I, at
any rate, have not been in the habit of charging
any Government with placing the country in a
state of chaos. It is a known fact, it is a truism,
that every Government that comes into power en-
deavours to do their blest in the interests of West-
ern Australia, and I do know Ministers no matter
what Government they belong to, work exceed-
ingly hard. The hours of Ministers are longer
than the hours of ordinary business men, and
moreover a Mlinister's work has to be carried very
often into the small hours of the night. The hon,
member entered a very strong protest against the
proposal to introduce the Estimates in the middle
of September. He protested against Parliament
meeting six, reeks after the close of the financial
year. There is nothing unusual in this. I have
always heard that same criticism, and moreover
the present Government are in a different position
with regard to the present session than ainy previous
Government in Western Australia. We only
closed Parliament at the end of May this year,
almost at the end of the financial year, anid within
a very short time we asked Parliament to meet
again. To satisfy the Rouse that there has been
nothing unusual in what has happened in this
I would like to inform members that the Estimates
were laid before the House in 1912-13 on the
17th October. in the year 1913-14 the Estimates
were laid before Parliament on the 16th October ;
in the year 1914-15, following a general election
I admit, the Estimates were submitted on the
22nd 'December. In 191.5-16 the Estimates were
submitted to the House on the 14th September,
and in 1916-17, after a change of Government,
the Estimates were submitted to the House on
the 21st November; and, as hon. members know,
last year the Estimates were not submitted until
the 7th February, after a general election. So
that, when the Treasurer informs us that he ex-
peeta to be able to place his Estimates before
members in the middle of September, I think
members must admit that, if they desire to have
any consideration for the Government and the
Treasurer, more especially owing to the fact that
he was out of Western Australia for some time, the
Treasurer will do very well if he is able to get the
Estimates before the House in the middle of
Septcmber. If he does do so it seems to emphasise
the fact that he will have followed a course that
has not been unusual in Western Australia. There
are many questions that the member for Boulder
has brought before the House which will bie dealt
with by the Ministers concerned during the course
of the debate, but I desire to deal generally with
the matters that have been placed before us by
bon members. I would like to allude to one
matter at this moment-with regard to the hon.
member's criticism of the Minister in charge of the
Agricultural Department going to the conference
of the Farmers and Settlers' Association. I do
not think it a wrong thing to do. The hon.
gentlemen did not appear there by command in
any way. He desired, s there had been con-
siderable criticism with regaid to the handling
of the wheat, that be should he able to place be-
fore those interested the whole question of the
handl[ing of the wheat. That was his sole desire,
to go amongst those people who are mostly in-
terested, anid he informed them directly what
wras the position with regard to the handling of
the harvest. For that reason only did he go
there, and I think I am perfectly safe in saying

he did not dto so in any way by command. Did

'the hon, member wish to infer that the Honorary
Mlinister had been ordered to do so by the czar
of the Farmers and Settlers Association-to ap-
pear at the bar and answer to the association for
all his deeds, whether good or had?

Mr. Munsie: You admit there is a czar then.
The PRE,3MER:. I am not saying that for a

moment. It would b.e better if I were to say
the king of the Farmers and Settlers' Association.
Mtembers will quite understand the spirit in which
I make these remarks. The hon. gentleman
was not in any way commanded to go there. He
simply went to the meeting of the associstion
to give themn the information which they desired.
The hen, member makes a great deal of the fact
that he and some other gentleman shook hands.
The hen, member informed the Hlouse that they fell
on one another's breasts and wept tears of joy.
The hon. member always is at his best when
dramatic. The Rouse, I am sure, listened not
only with pleasure but with great interest to the
hon. member on that point.

Mr. Munsi e: There was a great deal of it truie,
The PREMIER : The Honorary Minister e.'c-

plained the position with regard to the handling
of the wheat, and it was on that occasion that
this dramatic scene that the hon. member referred
to took place. 31r. Baxter was asked afterwards
to go down and meet the association. He went
down and I believe he happened to meet this
gentleman, who said, "A Well, you and I have had
a good many differences in the past, but I desire
after your explanation that any feud there might
have been between us, and any differences of
opinion, should cease." And he offered his hand.
The Minister could not decline to accept it. and
they shook hands. The advance was made by
the other gentleman who formed one of the
dramatic scene and not by the Minister, The
hon. member also informed the Reuse that the
Premier, followed by his Ministers, went down
in a sort of Chinese procession to meet the mem-
bers of the co-operative association at a building
in Wellington-street. I dto not think that an
extraordinary thing to do, although It do not
know what a Chinese procession is.

Ron. P. Collier Single Fle.
The PREMIER I went, as a matter of fact,

in a motor car for I wanted to get back to my
office as soon as I could.

Hon. P. Collier I should think so.
The REMTER : There is nothing lowering

to the head of the Government in going to an im-
portent association or body such as this. I was
invited to go there to meet the deputation, which
wished to place certain matters before me, I was
informed that a number of members of the associa-
tion wished to approach me in regard to certain
matters and they said that if it was not incon-
venient to me it would be more convenient to them
if I were to go down to the building where the
eonference was being held. I had no objection
to doing this. I am always glad to meet my
farmer friends. I am quite sure, moreover, that
the member for Boulder would be delighted to
meet them, since I know that his faith in the
advantage to Western Australia from the agrical-
tural industry equals my own. The unfortunate
thing about the Farmers' and Settlers' Association
is this--I am at liberty to say it, because though
once I was a member of that association the other
members of it ceased to consider me good enough
for them, and now I find myself an independent
member of society, but still always desirous to
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do everything I possibly can do in the interests
of the producers of this country-that the memb ers
of that aissociation are too open. Their greatest
sin is that they are not afraid to let the public
know all that is being done by the association.
All their meetings are attended by Press reporters.
and everything that occurs at those meetings is
given to the public. If the association meetings
were held in camnerat, we would know nothing
about them, and we would have heard nothing
of the dramatic scene so picturesquely described
by the leader of the Opposition. I acknowledge
that the farmers are to be congratulated upon
not hiding their light under a bushel, on their
desire that all their doings and requirements should
be universally known,

Mr. Lutey:- No doubt the, Chamber of Mines
and the Chambers of Commerce will follow the
farmers' examule.

The PREMIER: The Government are told
from the other side of the Chamber that they
have the support of the Country representatives
in this House. The Government are glad and
proud to have that support. The Government
niust have supporters. Yet we are twitted with
having Supporters.

lRon. P. Collier: The tragedy of the Government
cons-ists in the fact that they have not got sup.
porters.

The PREMIER: The hon. member's comzplsaint
ws that the Government have supporters. I
trust that those supporters may be able to give
me their continued confidence, and I trust I may
be worthy of it, worthy by reason of my efforts
to advance this country's interests. The leader
of the Opposition said that the farmer's repre-
sentatives claimed responsibility for the measure
for repricing lands. J think thc hon. mncmbcr is
right in his explanation that the first repricing
measure was introduced by the Government of
which he was a member. But that Act was fol-
io ed by the granting of further relief to our
farmers. I know full well that a good deal of the
land of this State-I am referring now to poison
infested country-was charged at far too high a,
price to the people who originally took it up.
Further, I hold that it is far better for Western
Australia if that land is even given to settlers, in
preference to its lying idle. The man who re-
claims poison infested land and renders it fit to
carry stock properly, is a benefactor to the State,
and should be assisted and encouraged in every
possible manner. The leader of the Opposition
stated that the manuger of the Agricultural Bank
had been asked to be lenient in the matter of
requiring payment of interest. I have never
heard of that being asked of the manager. But
Ii do believe that where he finds a man bona fido
doing his best, if the man is likely to make good
eventually, the manager, like the managers of
the Associated Banks would do in similar circum-
stances, is considerate towards that man. Indeed,
I know that such is the position taken by the
manager of the Agricultural Bank, though, I
repeat, he has never been instructed, so far as I
am aware, regarding payment of clients' interest.

Mr. O'Loghlen:- Why did the Honorary Minister
say so ?

The PREMIER:; I have not heard of any
Minister saying so. I do not think the Minister
for Industries ever said so. The Government
do not instruct the manager in such matters,
which are left to his own good sense. When the
leader of the Opposition, in his desire to cast
ridicule upon the supporters on my right, says

that they cut a sorry figure in the public eye, he
is really somewhat hypercritical. The Country
representatives, I amt quite sure, do their duty
by their constituents, and in a. measure as great
as any attained by other hon, members. Further,
the hon. gentleman twitted the -National party
with the fact that their platform contains a plan~k
that they shall be responsible to their constituentsi
alone. But it is to our constituents alone that
we, as individual members of Parliament, are
responsible. We are not responsible, as members,
to anyone eise. None but a memlier's constituents
can dismiss him from the representation of his
electorate. T he members of the Government,
of course, are responsible to the country as a whole.
It has been said that some promise had been given
regarding the handling of the next wheat harvest.
I do not know where that idea has sprung from.
Certainly, the Honorary Minister for Agriculture
made no such promise to the conference which he
attended. But let me say explicitly that the
Government are entirely favourable to the co-
overative movement amongst the farmers. The
Government hold that it is in the interests of the
farmers that they should co-operate, and that if
the farmers are successful the success of Western
Australia as a whole must follow. For years I
have constantly urged our farmers to co-operate
in their own interests. There should be no feeling
of jealousy between one farmer and another, since
all farmers have the same end in view, namely to
produce those things which are necessary to the
country. Therefore they can well associate and
co-operate, whether they be large farmers or small.
I trust, however, the farmers Will bear in mind
that there are other interests to be considered
besides their own. l believe the farmers are
broad-minded enough to remember that fact,
whilst conserving their particular interests.
A great deal of criticism was levelled at the
Honorary Mlinister controlling the department.
The Government were told that the Agricultural
Department was under the control of an Hfonorary
Minister when it was one of the must important
departments of the State. I admit that it is au
important department, but I will say that the
Honorary Minister has worked late and early to
bring about efficiency in that department. Mis-
tskes have been made, hut mistakes will always
be made in the best of regulated businesses. At
the same time I would like to eiplisise the fact
that the Honorary Minister is most industrious
in the work be is carrying out, and I would be sorry
to think that this House considered he was in-
capable of dealing with important matters which
come under his notice.

Ron. P. Cornier: - y main complaint is that
he is overloaded with work. In addition to the
Agricultural Department he has to administer the
Wheat Pool and the Rabbit Department.

The PREMILER : During late years the work
of the Rabbit Department has come in for con-
siderable criticism owing to the increase in the
rabbit pest. The Wheat Scheme did not exist
a few years ago, We have at the same time the
Wyndham Freezing Works, but the department
has nothing to do in connection with those Works
just now because they are not yet in operation.
The are still under the control of the Minister
for Wiorks and it has not yet been decided which
Minister will control them when they are completed.
We are told that we have not effected any economy
in the administration of our departments. We
have been told that the Government came into
power to effect economies, and that we gave &.
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pledge to the country that we would square the
finances. I never made any such pledge as that.
Any man who said that it would be possible to
square the finances in war time would make him-
self ridiculous in the eyes of everyone. The Govern-
ment knew full well the difficult task they had
beibre them. In the past, Governments always
had money in the Treasury and there were many
things which it was possible to do. If I had money
at my disposal there are many things that I would
do to increase the State's production in many
directions. Unfortunately, we have not any
money at our disposal at the present time. I
would like to give hon. members some information
with regard to the expenditure in the Agricultural
Department during the paut few years to show
that economies have been effected there. In
1916-17 the expenditure was £100,264 whilst
last year it was only £98,314 and that too in spite
of the hoct that over £5,000 more was spent last
year in connection with the destruction of rabbits
and other vermin, and that a sum of £7,481 was,
spent on butter factories more than in the previous
year. That shows at any rate that the Govern-
ment are doing something. We have been told
that we are doing nothing to cope with the rabbit
menace. We have dome a considerable amount as;
I have shown by the money we spent last year.
and at the same time we are doing something
to develop some of our producing industries. The
total revenue Collected by the Agricultural Depart-
ment last year was £86,146. The gross expendi-
ture as I have stated was £98,314, so that the net
cost of this groat department to the State Was
only £:12,168. I think that in the present con-
dition of our agricultural development, when there
is so much to do, it is a fairly satisfactory position
to be able to arrive at the end of the year with a
deficiency of only £:12,168. In addition economies
have been effected in the Agricultural Depart-
ment by way of salaries to the extent of £2,000
without impairing the efficiency of the department.
That is something which shows that the Govern-
ment are doing their utmost to keep down ex-
penditure. The leader of the Opposition dwelt
at considerable length on the question of the
increase of rabbits. I am fully aware of the great
increase in the pest in our eastern areas. I am
also aware that rabbits are known to exist all
along our coast from Cleraldton southwards, and
I want to toll the House that the Agricultural
Department has been very active in connection
with the destruction of rabbits during the past
12 months or two years. In every case where a
family of rabbits has been found to exist in the
southern are, a man has been sent to destroy
them, and there are numerous instances throughout
the coastal areas where rabbits have been stamped
out in this way, and where the inroads will be
prevented in the future. The expenditure in the
Rabbit Department in 1915 before the Wilson
Government came into power was £10,985. In
the next year after the advent of the Wilson Govern-
ment the expenditure increased to £13,518 and
in 1917-18 the total was £18,606. so that in spite
of the fact that we spent £:5,000 more in 1917-18
than in the year before on rabbit destruction, we
were able to come out at the end of the year with
a net cost to the State for the administration of
the whole department of only £12,000. The
Government are told that they are allowing the
rabbits to over-run the country, that they are
allowing things to drift and that they ame doing
everything they can to ruin the State.

Hon. P. cornier: No one said that.

The PREMIER: It sounded like that. That
was the inference to be drawn from the hon. mem-
bers remarks.

Hon. P. Collier: What I said was that in spite
of your best efforts the country was going to ruin.

The PREMIER: Two years ago after I took

Charge of the Agricultural Department, and after
I got into touch with what Was going on, I found
that the rabbits were making great inroads into
our eastern areas and I at once endeavoured to
tackle the question. I did tackle it and I got
poison. That had never been done before. The
poison was given to the settlers in the eastern
districts free of cost and I had every Government
dam fenced with wire netting so as; to prevent
rabbits getting at the water. The wire netting
was offered to the settlers themselves in many
instances free, to put round the water on their
owvn holdings. For a considerable part of the
summer there were men doing nothing else hut

posonig rabbits and with excellent results. Un-

fortunately, however, rains came unusually early
and we Were unable to get the benefit we would
otherwise have derived from this system of poison-
ing. The hon. member has charged the Govern-
ment with not acting in connection with these
matters at the very outset. I do not wish to be
unkind, but it seems to me that the time when
these rabbits should have been tackled Was when
they were just beginning to make their appear-
ance . It Was only when the present Government
came into power that it was found that the pest
had increased to an enormous extent.

Hon. P. cornier : The Minister for Agriculture
in introducing a Bill in another place gave as his
defence that nothing had been done as it was
quite recently that the post had become numerous
and were any trouble.

The PREMIER: It was the summer before
last when we started upon the campaign against
the rabbits in the eastern areas. And as I have
already said, we did a great deal to check them
at that time, as the hon. member for Toodyay
knots. He and others made representations
to me and I got an amount specially put on for
the purpose. Vermin boards have been estab-
lished. I want to impress on the land owners
that the responsibility rests on their shoulders
as much as on the shoulders of the Government.
The land owner himself must do something.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Mr. Johnston: The land owner on his land,
and the Government on their land-

The PREMIER : The land owner must co-
operate with the Government, and the Govern-
ment will co-operate with the land owner.
They have to work together. For that pur-
pose 29 vermin boards have been estab-
lished. Many of them have poison carts
and are employing men poisoning rabbits. In
other cases roads beards outside of thickly
infested country have also formed them-
selves into vermin hoards. If that course had
boon adopted in those eastern ares in the first
instance a good deal more might have been done
to prevent the inroad of rabbifts. Succeeding
Governments in Western Australia have done
all they could to cope -with the pest for 20 years
past. In the first instance they endeavoured
to cope with it before there Was a rabbit in the
country, by putting up expensive fences. To
put up further fences at the present time is out
of the question, because of wire netting being
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something like £100 per mile, even if the wire
were procurable, which it is not. Until the time
comes when the settler himself will be able to
put a rabbit-proof fence round his holding, hc
will never be safe from rabbits, I hope the time
will soon come when every settler will be able
to fence his holding, or at least when groups of
settleui will he able to fence their collective hold-
ings. To say that the Government are doing
nothing in regard to the rabbits is untrue. The
Government have been, are doing, and intend to do
everything possible in this direction. The hon.
member wished to know what the Government
are going to do. Hie informed the House that
a deputation had waited upon me. That depu-
tation filled my office, and representations were
made to me in regard to rabbits. I told the depu-
tationt that I realised the position, that I would
go into the matter and inform them what the
Government were prepared to do. It meant
the expenditure of money.- That is one of the
great difficulties the Government have at present.
Everything the people are urging the Govern-
ment to do requires money. If we were in the
same position as Governments of former days
we would be able to do a great deal which to-day
is practically impossible. I Went into the matter
and represented to my colleagues the great risk
the country was running from the rabbit invasion.
A large number of these infested properties are
in the hands of the Agricultural Bank. In my
opinion £1,000 spent to-day may save scores of
thousands later. We must find the money. I
spoke to the Treasurer and put the matter so
strongly before him that he said, " Very well,
we will take the money from something else in
order that we may have it to cope -with the rabbit
pest." The Government have, therefore, decided
to undertake a vigorous campai .gn against the
rabbits on all breeding grounds on Crown lands
and abandoned blocks. Poison carts will he
procured, and as soon as poison is available the
Government will enter upon this work. We
expect to have a considerable quantity of poison
shortly, and as soon as it arrives work will be
vigorously entered upon, and I trust it will have
some effect in checking the inroads of the pest.
Hon. members must realise that at this time it
is difficult to get almost any sort of requirements.
It has been most diffi cult to get the poison neces-
sary for the eradication of rabbits. Some 40,000
lbs. weight of poison has already been distributed
free to the settlers in the eastern areas. In view
of this, I think it cannot be said that the Govern-
ment have done nothing. It is the settlers' own
fault if they have not made proper use of the
poison. The chief inspector of rabbits, who is
fully seized of the requirements, is in close touch
with these matters and endeavours, to see that
the work is properly carried out. I can assure
hon. members the Government are taking active
,1 ncsures and intend to take even more active
measures in future. The hon. member naturally
had a great deal to say in regard to the question
of repatriation. In dealing with that subject he
also dealt with the question of immigration. The
qluestion of the repatriation of our soldiers on the
land, so far as general repatriation is coneerned,
is not part of the duty of the State Government.
But the duty of settling returned soldiers is part
of our duty. The difficulty in the past has been
not so much in finding the land an in being assured
that those who desired to go on the land were suit-
able for that occupation. Ron, members should
realise that the men who are returning now are

not ex-service, men in the ordinary acceptation of
the word, but arm discharged soldiers, men who
are not physically fit to go back to the firing line.
If they were, there is not the slightest doubt the
Military Department would send them back again.
The discharged soldiers remaining hero are men
who, in the majority of cases, are not physically
fit to undertake the arduous work of pioneering
on our land. I think every allowance should be
made for the Govcrnment in regard to this matter
when it is looked at from that point of view. I
am not going out to the returned soldier to beg
him to go on the land. I want for the land men
who are not only physically but temperamentally
fit for the work, and thorefore, in my opiniomn,
it is not the duty of the Government to go and
advertise here, there and everywhere, that they
are prepared to do this or that. The Lands De-
partment deals With the question of repatriation
of men oh the land. Some comments were made
in regard to recent changes. When I point out
the reason for those changes, I am sure hon. memr
bers will understand that there was no reflection
on the gentlemen previously in charge of the de
partment. I considered it would be a very art
wise thing to build up two financial institutiont
dealing with the question of land settlement. I
do not want to build up a second bank at the
Lands Department. I wanted to make use ol
the machinery already in existence here, meach
inery which had been Well tried and which war
possessed of all the man power necessary to keel
it going. By the man power I mean the inopedl
tore, who were in a position to deal with all the
questions connected with the expenditure o
money on the land. Consequently, I wvanted
to get into the Lands Department an officer whc
was not only closely in touch with the work 01
the Agricultural Bankc, but who had a wide pray
tical experience, a man who, I thought, from Ih
practical experience would be able to deal
sympathetically with those men, and a man
who might create a link which would connect the
Lands Department with the Agricultural flank,
Hence the appointment of Itir. MeLarty, to his
present position. As hon. members know, Mr.
MeLarty not only has a practical knowledge ol
the working of the land, such as the manager of
the Agricultural Bank himself has, but he has for a
long time been the understudy of the manager
of the bank. With the manager of the Agricultural
Bank controlling the bank itself, and with his
understudy in the Lands Department, I feel con-
fident we shall be able to create a condition of
work which will be not only satisfactory to the
man who desires to settle on the land, but aiso
satisfactory to the State. When we were asked
for a policy in regard to this question, I stated
to the country twelve months ago that it was the
policy of the Government to encourage production
in every possible way, and that it was their inten-
tion to assist soldier settlers in going on the land.
There are not many men at present who have
returned here and desire to go on to the land, but
already assistance has been granted to 1.56 returned
soldiers to settle on the land in agricultural aress
Assistance has been granted to men for poultry
farming at Osborne Park, and although the Govern-
ment have been ridiculed for their equipment
there I am assured by the officers of the Agricul-
treal Bank that the work has been well carried
out, and that everything at those poultry farm
is in a satisfactory condition.

Ron. P. Collier: flow is the poultry univesity
going on ?
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The PREMIER: I am not too sure of that.
Hon. P. Collier: They do not [ike going there;

there are only six graduates.
The PREMIER: The Government decided to

throw open the Yandanooka estate for soldiers'
settlements, and already seven blocks have been
selected of somewhere about 1,000 acres each.
We are endeavouring to arrange the selection of
land in such a way that a man may be able to have
a certain amount of sandplain country with good
country which requires cultivation.

Hon. P. Collier: At what price is the Yandanooka
estate being thrown open for them ?

The PREMIER: We have had to write it down
a little; I cannot say exactly from memory what
the price is.

Hon. P. Collier: The Avondale estate has
been fixed at £4.

The PREMIER: Yes.
Hon. P. Colier: That is too high.
The PREMIER: Five blocks at Avondale

will be made available for five men, I am desirous
of having men who have enlisted from the district
to take these blocks. I think this is the best way
of dealing with the question. I have got the
assistance of the local repatriation committee
in this matter, and the settlers in the district are
offering every assistance to these men. I am
aking thd local repatriation committee to nominate
settlers for these blocks who they think will be
ikely to make good. I agree with the leader of
ho Opposition that the price should be lower.
&~t the same time the Government have brought
Iown by a considerable amount the capital value
A the estate to reach the margin of f4.

Hon. P. Collier: It cost five guineas an acre.
The PREMIER: When we say an average of

i4 we must also admit that same of it may be
nowe. One property has a house on it, which
Isuppose is worth L1,000. AUl the blocks ace

insced. There may be one or two fences still
* be put up, but it is all cleared. The country is
n. a forward condition.

Hon. P. Collier: The Government are reserving
he block upon which the house it.

The PREMIER: It does not amount to much.
Chmare two other good houses on it beside

ihat one, built of stone and brick. I have been
Pconsulting with the people of the district, and
sve gone over the property. The people there

save told me that they too have gone into the
natter, and in their opinion, if the average price
a £4, the returned soldiers will be able to make
:ood on the land, with the assistance of the settlers
hesolves. I am endeavouring to bring this
,bout. Payments are to be extended over a
Period of 40 years, and that, of course, will be of
onsiderable help to the settlers. At the same
ime it will affect the price. Besides this, the

e'ariaio branch of the Lands Department
.1sc dealing with the question of settling soldiers

in some pastoral holdings. I think that is a good
lea. When men get an area of about 100,000
assa of suitable land, and the Government are
Prepared to help them to take up the areas,

meat be of great advantage to them. We
ave two or three men already settled on areas
f that description, and I have one or two others
diemn I hope to settle shortly. It will be realised
hat the great trouble is money. It has been
Pointed out that £500 is allotted by the Federal
,overnmeet for the settle ment of each man on
lie land. This amount is not enugh in many
ass, and I wish to ask members if they will
ot agree later on to an amount being set

aside for further assisting people in bona. fide
eases, in which the Government will rim no risk
at all, I have at present taken it upon my own
shoulders to grant assitance of this description
in one or two cases. I am quite sure that the
Government have excellent security for the money,
and that it will have a beneficial effect. I do be-
lieve that everything possible should be dohe for
our returned soldiers. I am anxious to see that
our men who come back to us are settled in Western
Australia in the best possible way. I do not want
men who are not fitted to go on the land. I
wish men to go on the land who are physically
fitted for the work. A board has bean appointed
in the Lands Department to peas all these
men. Furthermore these men have to get&a doctor's
certificate to say that they are all right. With
regard to the South-West, I have all the faith in
that portion of the country that many other hon.
members have. Naturally those who represent
the South-West are enthusiastic in regard to the
development of that portion of the State, and
they are quite right in their desires. I believe
in spite of the fact that it is so heavily tim-
bered, we have an enormous wealth of timber in
that locality which is of inestimable value to
Western Australia, and which I think should not
be dealt with in the manner of the vandals, but
should be protected in every possible way. There
is a large area of country which could well
be utilised for the settlement of people, without
interfering with the best of our timber. Hlon.
members will recollect that nearly the whole
of the South-West has been surveyed into chess-
board blocks. In Western Australia one can
point to thousands of acres of land which have
been surveyed, and which are supposed to be fit
for settlement.

Mr. Pickering: Money thrown away.
The PREMIER : A large area of this country

is not suitable for settlement. My idea is that
ini the South-West we should carry on surveys
on a system different from that which has been
carried out in the past. We should make contour
surveys of our creeks right through that country,
and survey the blocks that are fit for settlement,
giving a frontage to the creeks in every instance
and some of the poorer lands on the hills at the
back. That is a system I have adopted in regard
to that country, and I have already had a number
of areas surveyed& There are 150 blocks which have
been selected by practical men in one quarter in
the South-West, and other areas of this kind will
be dealt with as soon as possible. When we come
.to the question of improved holdings. I think
hon. members will realise that it would be very
unwise to start working holdings and put up
buildings before we are quite sure of the
men who are going to settle there. The
Government are ready as soon as the men are
prepared to go in for the rough work of pioneering,
but all the mein who now- require to take up land w
want improved properties. In many instances
in the South-West it would pay better, where
the land is already in large holdings and partly

improved, and the country has been riogharked,
and9 where it would take a small expenditure to
clear the land, to purchase some of those properties
at a reasonable price rather than go into virgin
country and start to clear out the green timber.

W. Munsie : By how much are the owners
going to increase the price when they know you
are after it ?

The PREMIER:- We do not conduct business
in that way.
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Mr. Aunuie: As loon as they find that you are
after it the price will go up 60 per cent.

The PREIER We must bring in a rmasr
to deal with that.

Mr. Munsie: The sooner the better.
Mr. Pickering: I hope we shall have it in the

new Bill.
.The PREMIER: In regard to settlement

generally throughout West Australia, I think
we have a great area, of land along our railways,
or at all events within close proximity to the
railway system, which will not be properly im-
proved for the next hailf century unless more
people are put upon it. I want to encourage
the settlement of land in the vicinity of the rail-
ways. It would be better to do that now than
to think, even in the near future, of building rail-
ways in the far distant places.

Mr. Munsie: Put a tax on the land and give acorresponding reduction in railway freights. That
will do some good.

The PREMIER: If we could only get people
settled on these lands, we should benefit not alone
by their production but also by the freight which
would accrue to our railway system. Regarding
immigration, the Agent General has had no re-
quest to obtain 25,000 immigrants annually for
Western Australia.

Hon. W. 0. Angwin: That was stated in the
Press by the present Colonial Secretary, who
also said that the Government had agreed to it.

The PREMIER : No.
Hon. W. C. Angwin: Not the present Govern-

ment.
Mr. Munsie : That statement has appeared in the

"West Australian " with the name of the Colonial
Secretary attached.

The PREMIER : In the first place, I would
not think of going to the old country at this time
to encourage emigration. Indeed, the Imperial
Government would resent any endeavour to
encourage emigration from Great Britain. Every
one in England who is fit to settle on our
lainds is fit to go to the Front. That is where
he is wanted, and that is where he goes. The
time may come when we shall be glad to have
ox-service men ; that is to say, sound men who
have left the service. When those men do come
to Western Australia, we shall be able to meet
them in every way.

Hon. P. Collier: The statement Was made very
definitely and specifically by the Agent General,
speaking on behalf of the Government.

Mr. Teesdale : That statement has been re-
pudiated to-night.

The PREMIER: I have not heard of that
statement. Moreover, there was recently Some
correspondence as to the sending of literature
to England to encourage settlement on our lands.
I consider that the time has not come for Western
Australia to incur expenditure of that kind.

Mr. O'Iioghlen: Will you instruct the Agent
General to alter that advertisement ?

The PREMIER : The present time is certainly
not opportune for going to the expense of printing
literature of that kind, and sending it home to
England. But we will have that printed matter
ready for distribution immediately the proper
time has arrived.

Hlon. P. Collier: It is not the literature you
want, but the land.

The PREMIER: We will have the literature
first, and the land afterwards.

lion. P. Collier: You can get plenty of settlers,
without literature, so long as you have the land.

[4]

Mr. Maley : You have a big job to keep on the
land the people who are already there.

The PREMIER: We have, as certain members
observe, a very difficult problemn in this country.
We have not only to keepon. the land-the men
already settled on it, but we have to get more
men here. I know well what is taking place in the
old country. I have myself lectured with lantern
slides, in various parts of England, on the subject
of land settlement in Western Australia. On one
occasion, when I bad addressed about 1,000 people
shoring them what the country could do and
setting the facts clearly before them and telling
them the truth, a gentleman come up to me and
said, " Well, Mr. Lofroy, at any rate we were
very pleased to hear you to-night, and we are
glad to think there is a ring of truth in what you
have told us." I am aware that matters have
frequently been misrepresented to the English
people; but I think those who are largely re-
sponsible for the misrepresentation are the agents
of the shipping companies.

Hon. P. Collier: But this is a definite state-
ment by our Agent General.

The PREMIER,: The shipping companies, being
desirous of transporting emigrants to Australia,
employ agents throughout England to endeavour
to get the people to emigrate to Australia, in
order to profit by their passage money.

Ron. W. C. Angwin: The Labour Government
caused a man in England to get six months'
imprisonment for that kind of thing.

The PREMIER: You did?
Hon. W. C. Agwn Thog teAet

General. nwn hog h gn
Hon. P. Cornier: What about giving the Agent

General six months on the charge against him ?
The PREMIER: I have no charge to make

against the Agent General. I have given no
instructions to the Agent General to state that
Western Australia will be able to take 25,000
e-service men annually.

lion. P. Cornier: That is so ;but the position
calls for action with the Agent'General at Home
now.

Mr. Maley : We shall be able to take those men
alter the war, if we can got them.

The PREMIER: The leader of the Opposition
has dealt with various questions on which his
comments can be answered by the Ministers eon-
trolling the various departments. I am quite sur
the Minister for Works will be able to explain hin
action regarding the Harvey drainage scheme.
The financial position of the country, I know is a
serious one ; it continues to give the most serious
concern to Ministers. At the same time let me
emphasise that although the Government are
reputed not to be exercising economy, economy
is in fact exeriosed in every direction. On the
other hand, while those economies are in operation
and while various amalgamations have taken
place, expenditure, through no fault of the Gov-
ernment, inevitably increases in other directions.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Is not the Government's
economy principally economy of loan money ?

The PREMIER: No. The Minister for Works
will be able to inform the Committee of the num-
ber of officers he has been able to dispense with
in the Water Supply and Sewerage Department.

Hlon. W. C. Angwin: What about the Agri-
cultural Department ? That department shows
nearly £6,000 more expenditure on revenue ac
count for this year. That is the saving on loan.

The P3REMIER: I have already explained the
position of the Agricultural Department for last
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year and the year before. Last year the actual
position was that the net amount which had to be
paid over and above revenue collected by the
department was only £12,000.

RIon. W. C. Angwin:- Last year the Agricultural
Department spent £5,0f6 more than the previous
year out of revenue.

The PREMIER : Of course we had to spend
a considerable amount on rabbits-5,000 more this
year than last year for the destruction of rabbits.
However, all these matters can be discussed when
the Estimates are before the House ; and I think
that is the better course. The leader of the
Opposition has criticised the Government in the
way which it is only natural to expect ; but I can
assure the Committee that the Government will
be able to show, when the Estimates come down,
that there have been economies ;and at the same
time wie shall be able to point out what expern-
diture has been necessitated in ether directions.
As hon. members know, many of the departments
controlled by the Colonial Secretary are large
domestic departments and big spending depairt-
ments, departments in which it is difficult to
decrease expenditure without entirely destroying
their usefulness. I do not desire at this late hour
to detain the House longer. Other Ministers
will deal with various matters raised by the mem-
ber for Boulder as those Ministers have an opper.
tunity of joining in this debate. I desire that the
country should realise that the Government are
serious in their endeavours to advance the interests
of Western Australia. We are effecting 6conornies
as far as it is possible to do so. Xhe financial
position of the State is still a cause of grave anxiety.
Nevertheless, I do net consider that Western
Australia should close her doors against invest-
ment or against people desirous of engaging in
the industries of this country. The future of
Western, Australia, is bright as regards the agri-
cultural and pastoral districts. Were it not- for
the war wte should, I think, be congratulating
each other on the wonderful prospucts of our
State. Never have we had a better season, o r aL
better outlook, in our agricultural and pastoral
areas than we have this year. In the past the
pastoral industry has been flourishing whilst
agriculture languished, and vice versa. But at
present prosperity is general throughout the
lands of Western Australia. I am glad to state
that the prospects of the harvest are excellent.
The crops seem to be free from the diseases which
were prevalent a few years back, and which as-
sisted to bring our State into a position of diffi-
culty. Our agricultural areas have been sub-
jected to drought and disease, and our timher
industry has been compelled to close dowhi, and
the gold maining industry, owing to the enormous
increase in the prices of necessary supplies without
any increase in the selling price of its product,
has net enjoyed so great a measure of prosperity
as could be desired. Nevertheless, we may -re-
gard the future of Western Australia with con-
fidence, in the faith that the Parliament end the
people of this country will he able to raise it out
of its present condition. In this regard I have
no doubt whatever concerning the 'Western Aus-
tralian people.

On motion by Mr. Teesdale, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 10-15 pa.

lcgwiarivc uLOtiocil,
ThUrsdaY, 29thL August, 1918.

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30P
p.m., and read prnyers.

[For "'Question oil Notice'' and ''Papers
Presented"' sec ''Minutes of Proceedings.'']

ADDRESS-ly-REPLY.
Third Day.

Debate resumned froum the previous day.
Hion. J. W. XIRWAN (South) [4.36].: The

Speech of His Excellency the Governor is
of the most inordinate length, and to
anyone reading it, the Speech would seemn
to be an attempt to put into the mouth of
1-is Excellency a defence of the Government.
It is true that the defence conitained in the
Speech sccms, at any rate to mie, to be a very
weak defence; but doubtless it is as strong a
defence as could possibly be put up. The
long-wided Speech contains a great wealthi
of words arid a great poverty of ideas. A
Speech of this sort is hardly in accordance
with Parliamentary practice either here or
in Great Britain. It is not customary that a.
Governor 's Speech should assumne the propor-
tions, and even the style, of a policy speech.
As a, rule, thle Governor'~s Speech is a state-
ment of simple facts, and a list of the Bills
to be brought forward during the forthcomuing
session.- This Speech, at any rate in point
of length, creates a record for this State in
Gornors' Speeches. There was one Speech
aliniot as long. It was, I believe, the Inst
Governor's Speech delivered during the re-
gimne of thle Send dan Government:- That
Speech was not quite so lengthy as this one,
but I think it was the longest speech on re-
cord in the Parliament of Western Australia
uip to that time. Still, the present Speech
has broken all records for length. It is not
only in the matter of a Goenrs Speech
that the present Government have broken the
records of the Scaddan Government. They
have broken thle record of the Scaddan Gov-
ernment in the mnatter, for instance, of put-
ting uip deficits. And they have also broken
the records of the Scaddan Government in
some other respects. The present Government
have followed upon the lines of those parts
of the Scaddan. Administration whieh were
the most faulty. They have net followed en
the lines of any of the good features of the
Scaddan Government-and the Scaddan Gov-
ernment hiad some good features. The Bead-
dan- Government decided to. build freezing
works. I thought that was one of the great-
est mistakes made by them, and I opposed the
project, Now the present Government, fol-
lowinig upon the same lines, propose to estab-
lish freezing works at Fremantle. Surely the
delays attendant upon getting to work with
the Wyndham undertaking onght to be a
warning to the present Government before
they embark en a similar enterprise. Besides,
when the present Government were in opposi-


